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3 a people free and independent as are the 
- - WW citizens of the United States, ſhould” ſometimes dif- 
"If fer about the management of their interior concerns, 
is not to thoſe acquainted. with the hiſtory of a free 
people, either a ſubje& of regret or object of ſuſpi- 
cion. To me however, who have ever indulge 


a high admiration of the union promptitude and ener- | 


| gy which has once ſo eminently characteriſed the A- 
q merican people, in meeting at the threſhold a medi- 
I fated attack upon their rights; the conduct and im- 


preſſions of ſome of our countrymen. are obje&s of 


melancholy ſpeculation. At a time when a potent 


and perfidious nation, is proſtrating all the great land- 
marks of national intercourſe, which have been ſanc- 


tified by the uſages of ages; when ſhe is breaking 
down all the barriers of national law and right 
- which ſtand in the way of her wild projects of ambi- 
tien; when the cries. of our plundered, much injured 


and inſulted country, call aloud for every American, 
to ſtand ſhoulder to ſhoulder, in defence of our 


rights, when we know not how ſoon we muſt fight 
: pro aris et focis ; it has remained for the ſagacity of 
i, modern patriotiſm to diſcover the fingular utility of 
8 diſſeminating the fouleſt calumnies 8 5 the purity. 
and wiſdom of our government. Whilſt with an im- 
movable and oppoſing front, they meet the ſtorm of 
French infult, far: 
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em as Mount Atlas, where ſtorms | 


_ hiſtory of politi | 
- To criminate without mercy thoſe who talk of de- 
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you ſhall have no commerce; to criminate all thoſe 


- 


, , 


Us, 
ſpend in vain their. violence, and billows daſh to 


os * plits feet; whilſt © they contemplate in the 
alm lig 


hts of mild philoſophy” thoſe proud and 
arrogant pretenſions, which go to deprive us of every 
right, but ſuch as it may pleaſe the terrible republic, 


to leave us polleſſed of; they take a firm and manly 


poſition, and in the language of exceſſive ſenſibillity 


declare their determination to oppoſe in its outſet, ev- 


ery ſuppoſed executive encroachment.” That thoſe 
gentlemen therefore, who ſay they poſſeſs, under our 
government at this time, all the privileges and hap- 
pineſs to which their hearts can aſpire, and are only 
vigilant of executive meaſures becauſe of their ten- 


dency to eftabliſh principles which may operate in 


future; that thoſe who poſſeſs the higheſt admira- 
tion of the American patriots of ſeyenty-ſix, and ſuch 


abhorrence for their opponents, ſhould endeavour to 


brand with the epithet of Tory thoſe who oppoſe the | 
eſtabliſhment of pretenſions which leave us depen- 


dant upon the will of a foreign power, for the moſt 


important rights, is to me a remarkable fact in the 
litical party. Such however is the fact. 


fending themſelves againſt the outrages and pirati- 
cal depredations of an abandoned government, which 
plunders our commerce, maltreats our citizens, re- 
jects with diſdain two ſucceſſive miſſions, who, after 
robbing us of between fifteen and twenty millions of 
dollars. at ſea, is now preparing ruin for our mer- 
chants, by compelling them to lay up their ſhips to 


Tot in their harbours, who demands that if we expe& 


to protect the reſidue of our commerce we muſt pay 
a ſum equal to the whole extent of our reſources 


and-then ſhe will talk with us upon the ſubje& of our 
diſputes ; who threatens us if we do not comply 


with theſe demands we ſhall probably meet the fate 
of Venice, and who iſſues a decree ſaying in effect, 
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fa 


who talk of oppoſition to theſe meaſures is the ap- 
propriate character of an excluſive patriotiſm. I de 


not therefore expect to be exempted from my ſhare of 
theſe 1 imputations, whilſt 1 attempt to place in what I 


onceive a proper point of view, the aggreſſive ſyſtem 
pf France and vindicate the conduct of our national 
zovernment. It is the intention of the writer to take 
x conciſe view. of the moſt prominent features of 


rench aggreſſion; ; to ſhew that we have borne it 


with a patience unparalelled i in the annals of national 
philoſophy ; that nothing ſhort of an abandonment 
of our claims to independence, could have exempted 


s from our embarraſſment and cloſe with a view of 
the means by which our country has been brought to 
a moſt awful ſituation. To ſuch as may have en- 


liſted themſelves under the banners of party, who 
7ould juſtify the murder of one half of our citizens, 


Provided it could be juſtified by an impeachment of, 
nd a. gratification of an unconquerable and deep 
3 againft our own adminiſtration; to 
hoſe half Re politicians, who know nothing of 
iberty but the name, and who ſcandalize republi- . 


ooted 


aniſm by its application to the moſt tyranni- 
al government that ever degraded the dignity of 


en ; to thoſe who have been already furniſhed 
8 Rs the means of information of our unwearied ex- 


rtions to maintain the relations of friendſhip with 
he French republic, and {till aſcribe our embarraſſ- 


ents to ourſelves; to thoſe who. are convinced of 


heir errors and whoſe falſe pride ſo far rides over 


eir patriotiſm as to forbid them to retract, to thoſe 
do not addreſs theſe remarks. To ſuch as may have 


een led aftray by miſrepreſentation, who, from the 
wumerous. accuſations and calumnies which have 
been induſtriouſly propagated, and which, from the 
doldneſs and frequency with which they have been 
nade, may be induced to think it is time the French 


vere invited here as as they have been elſewhere, to 
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overturn inſtitutions of ſuch ſyſtematic corruption 
as our government has recently been repreſented 
to be; to ſuch as wiſh to know and not ſuch as mean 
to continue blind to the truth and their country's in- 
tereſt, are theſe ſheets addreſſed. From the courſe 
which Lhave preſcribed to myſelf, it will be perceiv- 
ed it will be unavoidable not to repeat many things 
which have heretofore been before the public. Io 
ſuch however as have had an opportunity of having 
recourſe to our diplomatic eorreſpondence with the 
French republic, and the various publications of the 
times, it will be my apology that the great maſs of 


thoſe whom I addreſs have been deprived of thefe 
opportunities, and that to collect to a point the nu- 
merous and important facts, relative to this ſubject, 
is but little compatible with the ordinary purſuits of 
domeſtic life. Let us then enquire how far the acts 
of France have correſponded with thoſe declarations 
of friendſhip, in which ſhe certainly has not once 


been wanting, and how far that enthuſiaſm in her 
cauſe which animated the American people, and in 
which the author of theſe pages very largely partici- 
Pated, have been appreciated and requitted by her. 
On the th of May, 1793, the national convention 
iffaed a decree, the principal articles of which are as 
follows :— 1ſt. The French veſſels, of war and priva- 
. teers ſhall ſtop and bring into the ports of the Re! 
public, neutral veſſels, which ſhall be found laden in 
whole or in part, either with proviſions belonging to 


neutral powers, and bound to enemy ports, or with 


merchandizes belonging to enemies.—2nd. The mer- 
chandizes belonging to enemies is declared good | 
prize, and confiſcated for the benefit of the captors. 
Proviſions belonging to neutrals ſhall be paid for at 
their value at the place for which they were deſtined. 
It is important to be remarked that this decree took 
place about one month prior to the orders iſſued by F. 
Great Britain, at which we univerfally exhibited ſo IF: 
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g bat that fame ſpirit which {till prompts the devotges 
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compliance 


Re 


| Gait in —4 cauſe of France $- 11 we were not to — 2 


for friendſhip, we had à right at leaſt to expect a 
ith the ſtipulations of treaty and com- 
men reſpect for our national rights. It is not my 


intention] however, to enquire, which of theſe or- 
ders were the moſt exceptionable or to excuſe the 


one by the ſuperior iniquity of the other; ſince 


botk Bare evidented an evident 1 to our 


from its Fa | abc chie "was! node to "Mr 


Morris by the miniſter of exterior relations{(L:. Brun) 
with thede remarks {' Fou will there find anew 
confirmation of thoſe principles, from which” the 
French people will never depart; with: regard to 
tlleir good friends and allies tlie Unitec States. 1 


What wonderful evidence of friendſhip to make a de- 
eree in expreſs -cofitravention- of ktreuty D But fiot- 1 
withſtanding this profeſſion of fraternity on the a8th 

of the fame month; and only two days after this 
friendly declaration, 'this modifying de was a- 
gain revoked. The world will naturally be led to | 
_ enquire the powerful motive for this fudden change. 


It was no more nor lefs than the unconquerable ne- 
pare of enabling me e Mime n een 


— 1 * 
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oſe the rich American ſhip Laurens to enjoy her ſpoils. 
Ye | What a glorions thing is this neceſſity and how in- 
ie exhauſtible the refources of a nation which poſſeſſes 
Tr" | the happy faculty of diſcovering her neceſlities ? Cæ- 
ea- | ſar raiſed an army to get money and employed his 
to I money to procure an army: France has found out 
tO the neceſſity of con cring the world, and the aux- 
el, iliary necefley of al neutrals to gratify that 
eat neceſſity. Our miniſter again remonſtrated, and as 
they perfectly underſtood the happy expedient of 
ok FF :nnul ing and enacting at a moment's warning all 
Ta the rights of nations, as they could give their de- 
crees a retroſpective operation and as it would only 
colt them the price of a few fraternal expreſſions; 
ey again exempted us from the operation of this 
decree on the 1ſt of July. This circumſtance was 
__ notified to Mr. Morris by their new miniſter 
#(Defourgues) with this afſurance : *I am very hap- 

py in being able to give you this new proof of the 
fraternal fentiments of the French people for their 
us fallies, and their determination to the utmoſt of their 
Ar. power to fulfil the treaties ſubſiſting between the 
un) two nations.” Reader! Will you believe it? On 
EW the 27th of the ſame month this decree was again 
modified, ſo as to ſubject to capture enemy goods 
and proviſions on board of our veſſels. It is here to 
de remarked, that what we conſidered and demanded 
Was à matter of right, ſhe confidered it as an act of 
great generofity and friendſhip to concede and in- 
Ittead of apologizing for theſe violations, boafted 
pf the difpoſition ſhe had talked of, to abſtain from 
future injary. For my own part i ſhould have pre- 
ferred (and I believe our plundered merchants wilt 
eoncur in the ſentiment) te have heard more about 
nen payment for the proviſions ſhe had taken, and leſs a= 
red Ipout fraternity. From this time, however, we 
— ieard no more about their friendſhip, and Henicefora -. 

Ward, fpoliations — to be committed upo 


(:2 I 


our commerce, our . veſſels detained in her ports, 
their cargoes taken by the government and never 
paid for, our ſeamen impriſoned, and violences and 
outrages perpetrated without remorſe and without 
number. In order to enable my countrymen more 
ſully to appreciate the profound and ſagacious ar. 
guments of thoſe who aſcribe all our commercial 
embarraſſments to the Britiſh treaty, and in order to 
ſhew that whilſt we were in a flame about Britiſh de- 
predations, our eyes have been cloſed to the enormi- 
ties which were at the ſame. time carrying on againſt 
us on the part of our. dear. ſiſter France, I beg 
leave to introduce the following documents : In the 
firſt place I will preſent to your view an extract from 
the letter of Mr. Skipwith to Mr. Monroe, dated 
)Ctober 1794—< At your requeſt I now lay before 
you a ſtatement of the innumerable embarraſſments 
which our commerce has for a long time and ſtill 
continues to ſuffer in the different. ports of the 
French Republic. It is evident if the government 
does not ſoon remedy the inceſſant abuſes and vexa- 
tions practiſed daily upon our merchants, veſſels, cap- 
tains and crews; the trade of the United States with 
France muſt. ceaſe. 1-cannot give you an ample de- 
tail of all the inconveniences and oppreſſions which 
have been thrown upon our commerce; many of 
the confuls and agents to whom you have written, 
to forward ſuch documents to my oflice, not having 
yet done it ; beſides it would take volumes to expoſe 


them at full length. From the communications | 


however already received from the different ports, 
and from the information I have received from the 


captains preſent, I can aſſure you there are near three 
hundred ſail of American veſſels now in the ports of | 


France, all of which have ſuffered or are ſuffering 
more or leſs difficulty and delay—the hardſhips. of 
Which I have chiefly to complain, and out of which 
there grows incalculable evils, may be developed un. 


Ko 


Tr 3 
der four general heads iſt, the capture, indiſcrimi- 
nately, of our veſſels at ſea, by the veſſels at war of 
the republic—2d, the impoſſibility of Americans ſelF- 
ing their cargoes, and receiving payment in the ports 


to which they are conducted, or of their own accord 


arrive—3d, the difficulties and procraſtination which 
they find in their tranſactions with the Boards of 
Marine and Commerce—4th, the non-compliance, 


or heretofore delay, in fulfilling the contracts made 


by the agents of the French republic in America for 
proviſions. The ſeizure of our veſſels at ſea often gives 
Tiſe to the moſt ſerious and well founded complaints. 
The ſtripping them of their officers and crews, who 
are generally replaced by boys and inexperienced 
hands in order to be conducted to ports, expoſe them 
to much injury, and ſometimes to total loſs ; the 
confinement of our failors taken out of thoſe veſſels, 

the ſeals upon their cargoes, and above all, the ſend- 
ing the papers to the Commiſſioners of Marine at 

Paris, involves the moſt unwarrantable hardſhips and 
delays ; and indeed I am ſorry to add, that all of our 
veſſels experience ſome of theſe difficulties, and in- 
deed ſuch as arrive with Nig ac on account of the 


republic, months elapſing before the captains can get 


their clearances and papers, many of which are often 
loſt or miſlaid; to inſert the whole of this long let- 
ter would occupy more of this addreſs than I am 
willing it ſhould do. After dilating very fully and 
orcibly upon each of the foregoing heads, he pro- 
duces one hundred and feventy caſes, which were 
involved in ſome one or other of the abovementioned 


Fdifficulties ; and in addition to thefe, one hundred 


and three others, which had been. detained by the 
embargo at Bordeaux. This, Mr. Skipwith was, at 
that time our agent, and was ſince the American con- 
ſul at Paris, the particular friend of Mr. Monroe, 
and appointed by his requeſt, an a warm friend to 
he French revolution, Let us now ſee what Mr. 
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Monroe ſays upon this ſubje& : * Upon my arrival 
here (the zd of Auguſt, 1794) 1 found our affairs, as 
it was known before I failed, in the worſt poſſible 
ſituation. The treaty between the two republics 
was violated ; our commerce was harraſſed in every 
quarter, and in every article, even that of tobacco 
not excepted ; our feamen taken on board of our 
veſlels 8" Ps abuſed, generally impriſoned and treat- 


5 ed in other reſpects like the ſubjects of the powers 


gat war with them.” I beg leave here, alſo, to refer 
to the following memorial preſented to Congreſs by 
_ upwards of forty of the moſt reſpeQable merchants 


of Philadelphia. 


* 
.» 


e' id States, in Congreſs afembled: 


| The Memorial and Petition of the Ts rag 15 ci . 
e 


|. Reſpeffully Sheweth, 


IHA your memorialiſts and divers others 
In the regular courſe of their trade, in the years 1793, 
1794 and 1795, inveſted very large ſums of money 
in proviſions and other merchandizes, ſuited to the 
Meſt India market, and ſent them thither where ma- 
ny cargoes were ſold to the officers of Colonial Ad. 
miniſtration of the Republic of France, to be paid 
for in caſh or colonial produce; many others were 
taken by force by the ſaid officers from the ſupercar- 
Ro and coufignees, at prices arbitrarily fixed by 
themſelves, to be paid for in produce at rates and 
terms of credit fixed at their pleaſure, and that others 
have beenarreſted on the high ſeas, carried into their 
Ports and taken for the uſe of the Republic without 


rent 


- dreſs ; that the uſl 


' mittee thereo 


f 
* 
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any ſtipulated price or contract: That your memo- 
rialiſts confidently. believe, that the amount of pro- 
perty. belonging to-the citizens of the United States, 
thus delivered to and taken. by the Adminiſtrative 


Bodies of the French Republic in the Welt Indies, 
exceeds two millions of dollars now in arrear, for 
which your memorialiſts and others concerned, have 


no mode of a payment, ſatisfaction or re- 
at the uſual courſe is, after taking the car- 
go by force and dureſs, to detain the veſſels under 


pretence of paying in produce, until the maſters and 


crews are wearied with idleneſs, ſickneſs, delay and 
inſult, ſo as to be willing to return either e 
without payment or with ſuch ſmall portions thereof, 
as ſcarce y to pay the freight and charges occaſioned | 
by theſe long delays, whereby in moſt inſtances the 

whole capital has been left behind, and in thoſe in- 
ſtances where a conſiderable part of the cargo has 
been paid for in colonial produce, the expences of 


demurrage have conſumed almoſt the whole, as. by 


vouchers ready to be laid before the Houſe or a Com- 
, will abundantly appear. ES. = 
_ Yeur memorialiſts further ſhew, that ſome of the 


earlieſt ſufferers among them, applied rains Fracg 


by memorials, to citizens Genet, Fauchet and Adet, 


the firſt and ſucceeding Miniſters of the French Re- 
public for redreſs without obtaining it: they alſo ap- 


plied by memorial to the Preſident of the United 
States, who referred them to the Secretary for the 
Department of State,. whoſe. advice they purſued in 
committing their claims to James Monroe, Eſq. Mi- 


niſter Plenipotentiary of the United States to the 


* 


Republic of France, at the time of his embarkation. 
That although your memorialiſts are perfectly ſatis- 
fied that the Executive authority of the Union hath 
done all within its power to procure redreſs to your 


memorialiſts, yet it has not had the deſired effect. 
Tour memorialiſts further repreſent, that they had 


8 | „ 
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* 


ee „ ee 


ſo decided an affection to, by ſupplying their Iflands 
CET, booms ny ns OS, | . I; 
with proviſions and neceſſaries at a greater riſk than 
attended any other branch of their trade, fupplics that 
were abſolutely neceſſary to their Colonies and 
which they could from no other place nor in any o- 
i Er r. en K ͤ ? ̃]˙ A! | 
ther manner be furniſhed Wit | 
Four memorialiſts therefore pray that the Legiſla- 
ture will take their ſuffering cafe into confideration 
and afford them ſuch relief and protection as to their 

| wiſdonthall ſeem conſiſtent with right and juſtice. 
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Many of theſe outrages took place before Great 
Britain ifſued. her orders, a greater number before 
the nomination of Mr. Jay and the whole of thoſe 
alluded to by Mr. Skipwith and Monroe, and the 
greater. part of thoſe mentioned in the merchants. 


memorial previous to the fignature of the Britiſh ' 


treaty. But the French government poſleſſes the 
happy talent of giving a retroſpe to their decrees, 
and her advocates in this country have diſcovered 
that injuries upon our commerce and violations of 
treaty committed, many of them more than two 
years before the final ratification, more than eigh- 
teen months before its ſignature by Mr. Jay, and 
nearly twelve months previous to Mr. Jay's nomina- 
tion are all aſcribable to the Britiſh treaty. But af- 
ter thus plundering us on the ocean, violating that 
aſylum which treaty, the rights of humanity, and 


the laws of nations ought to have ſecured to us in 
| he again determined to, draw. 
cloſer the bands which unite the ſiſter republics—_ 
and let us attend to the period and circumſtances 


her ports, it is ſaid, 


under which this kind and ſiſterly act took place. 


On the 15th of November 1794, the joint commit - 
tees of publie ſafety, finance, commerce and ſup- 


plics paſſed a decree by which they prohibited all fu- 


ture moleſtations of our trade at fea or detentions in 


her ports except that they were ſtill to capture neu- 


tral veſſels with enemy goods. This decree alſo or- 
dered all claims of Americans to be adjuſted—and, | 


a 
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on the 4th of January following, their orders for 


capturing neutrals with enemy goods, other than 


certain ſpecified articles of contraband, to be revo- 


ked. Thus were all their obnoxious decrees revo- 
ked and things reſtored to the ſtate in which they 
ſtood by our treaty. Now let us ſee what it was that 
induced this mighty republic to give ordert to the 
committee of public ſafety to take meaſures for draw- 
ing cloſer the bonds which united the two republic 
— Mr. Monroe tells our government it was to be aſ- 
cribed chiefly to his exertions.” IL am ready to ad- 
mit that if unuſual complaiſance and acquieſcence 
could have produced any effect, his exertions were 
calculated to do it hut F cannot believe the French 
vernment revoket theſe ſeveral decrees, and con- 
rmed-her- future regulations to our treaty, be- 
caufe Mr. Monroe told them if it was of any advan- 


tage to them to violate this treaty and our neutral 


rights, we would not only bear it with patience, but 
with pleafure. I muſt 'aſcrive her reconciliation to 


"other cauſes, and thefe cauſes are at hand. It will 


be recollected that about this time, France being 
much ſtraightened: in her finances, made application 
to our miniſter to borrow five millions of dollars 
He encouraged her plan and preſſed it upon our go- 
vernnient. About this time alſo, Mr. Monroe was 
informed By our fecretary of ſtate, that there was 


littie proſpect of ſettling by negotiation our differ. 


ences with Great Britain. About this time too 


France became much intereſted to cultivate" the 


friendſhip of aI-nevtrals—fays Mr. Monroe In this 
decifron (referring to the decree of the committees 
of r8th November) they were probably the more 
confirmed, by the neceſſity of cultivating Denmark 
and Sweden at the preſent moment, from whence 
great reſources are drawn in ſupport of the war 


whoſe couneils are wielded by Bernſtoff, a man be- 


lieved to be. well difpoſed to a reform in the exiſt. 
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ing governments of Europe, and whoſe fleets: are 
combined with no friendly diſpoſition towards Eng- 
land.“ Tt was at this time then when France wanted 
a loan of five million of dollars to be repaid if poſ- 
fible, (and as France was to be the judge of the poſ- 
bility of payment) I will call it a grant, which, 


o have been acceded to would have been tan- 
amount to a declaration of war againſt England. It 
was when that object which had been the ſoufce of 
all her endeavors, from Genet's miſſion to that time, 
and the diſpointment of which was the cauſe of that 


of involving us, Denmark and Sweden in the war 
vith England, that ſhe relaxed and began to think 
t worth while to pay ſome little reſpect to the rights 


alienated on Mr. Monroe's arrival as he ſays about 
Ir. fay's miffion ? Was France to determine for us 
hether we' ſhould obtain ſatisfaction for the injuries 
ommitted by Great Britain, by negociation or war? 
o, ſhe does not openly pretend to this, becauſe ſhe 


vas alienated; this was the ſource of her diſpleaſure. 


tauteur and her complaints could not prevent us 

ng it would a 

arty in this county, to prevent its ratification; the 

rom this time determined to try artifice- and profei- 
; Q | _ 


alienation which Mr. Monroe found on his arrival; 
t was ata time when ſhe cheriſhed the expectation 


df. neutrals. Why was it that France was ſo much 


nows ſhe could not ſupport it, yet it was becauſe © 
ve determined to negociate and not becaufe.of- the 

_ {particulars of the negociation at which ſhe was of- 
ended; for how could ſhe know before the nego- 
ation commenced the reſult of the negotiation ? Ir 
as that we determined to maintain peace that ſhe 


ontrary, however, to her's and Mr. Monroe's ex- 
ectations, this treaty was concluded on the 19th of 
ovember, and notified to Mr. Monroe on the 26th 
df December. Finding now that her bluſtering 


om fettling our differences as we'pleaſed, and think= 
7 not be impoſſible, dy the means ef her 
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ſions of friendſhip. ' As however ſhe ſuppoſed to con- 
tinue to plunder our trade and maltreat our citizens, 
would prove unfavorable to her views, ſne determined 
there ſhould be no complaints on this ſcore ; and 
_ accordingly from this time until ſhe found all her ex- 
- ertions fail in preventing its ratification ; we experi- 
enced an entire exemption from depredations, and 
this is the only period from May 1793 to this mo- 
ment; that we have not been under her laſh. Still 
however compenſations for paſt loſſes and payments 
for proviſions taken by the government, were very 
inconſiderable, and to this day moſtly remain due. 
Having found all her exertions in vain for involving 
us in war with England, by failing in defeating the 
- treaty ; being a _ and mortified in her frequent 
diſappointments, ſhe determined upon more rigorous 
- "meafures than ever. Accordingly on the 2d of July, 
1796, ſhe iſſued a decree to the following effect: 
e All neutral powers ſhall be notified without delay, 
that the flag of the French Republic will treat neu- 
trals in the ſame manner that they ſhall ſuffer the 
Engliſh to treat them.” From this decree, as was 
by us expected, and as by France, no doubt was in- 
tended, have we ſuffered. thoſe acts of piratical out- 
rage Which have never been equalled ſince the days 
of the Buccancers. Well may her corſairs exclaim, 
« oh! the glorious uncertainty of the law.” By this 
decree has it been left to the arbitrary judgment of 
every depredating ſcoundrel, to make his own ſenſe of 
Juſtice the meaſure of our rights, his thirſt of pillage 
our only ſtandard of ſecurity. By the French con- 
fuls at Malaga and Cadiz, it has been conſtrued to 


authorize the capture of American veſſels bound to 


Engliſh ports; by Victor Hugues and Lebas, in ad 
dition to that, the capture of our veſſels with con- 
traband goods on board, even bound to their own 
ports, under pretext chat the Britiſ were ſuffered to 
come here and purchaſe horſes, which no law of na 


own 
d to 
na 
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tions forbids; and when we had been in the habit not 
merely of ſelling horſes to the French, to be carried a- 
way in French veſſels, but of ſupplying them with our 
own veſſels. Under pretext that the iſlands captured 

by the Britiſh, were ſurrendered through the perfidy 
of their inhabitants; all veſſels bound to or from ſuch 
ports were declared good prize, under pretence that 
the Britiſh were taking all neutral veſſels bound to or 
from French ports; Santhonax, Raimond, &c. de- 
clared all veſſels bound to or from Britiſh. ports, 
good prize. However theſe decrees exceed all bounds 
of decency, and however abominable in their preten- 
Hons, their execution has far exceeded them in atroci- 
ty. Our veſſels have not only been captured, but 
when tried at all, tried by judges who were to ſhare 
in the plunder ;' oftentimes condemned without even 
the forms of trial, and when they have mortified us 
with aformal appearance of trial, they have not even 
admitted the captured to a defence. As if theſe de- 
crees were not ſufficiently extenſive, they have at- 


tempted to bribe ſailors to ſwear they were going to 


Britiſh ports, and if they have failed in bending their 
virtues into a compliance, have - uſed inſtruments of 
torture.“ They have taken property by force in 
their own ports, becauſe they wanted it; they have 
impriſoned our ſeamen, nearly ſtarved and exchang- 
ed them with the Britiſh for Frenchmen.” They, have 
fired upon, diſtreſſed and burnt our veſſels. - But a- 
mong all the acts of perfidy by which this new Al- 
giers has diſgraced herſelf, the moſt abominable is 
that which will be found in the communications of 
the Commiſſioners of the leeward Iſlands to the Ex- 
ecutive Directory. I will here ſtate an extract from 
the ſpeech of Paſtoret, in the Council of Five Hun- 

dred (who, it ſeems was too honeſt to live in France) 


in which he makes a conciſe ſtatement of the ſub- 


- © Thamb-ſcrewing was in one inflance made uſe of 
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| ance of this communication, and ſome comments 
which do equal honor to his head and heart. 


D SAYS Paſtoret, read in the official Journal of the 
Directory (17th Prairial, th June) an extract of a 
letter on the 6th Ventoſe of this year, to the Mini- 
ter of Marine, by the French Commiſſioners at the 
Jeeward Hands. They announce that, having found 
No reſource in finance, and knowing the unfriendly 
diſpoſitiens of the Americans, in order that-they 
might not miſerably periſn, they fitted out cruizers ; 
that already 87 privateers were upon the ocean, and 
tthat for three months the Adminiſtration had ſub- 
ſiſted and individuals had enriched themſelves from 
the produce of prizes. , They aſſert that it became 
their devotion and patriotiſm not to reſtrain them- 
ſelves on account of all the puſillanimous confidera- 
tions which were oppoſed to them. They alſo de- 
clare the decree of 15th Meſſidor, 2d July was un- 
known to them for five months after this. period. 
But, Jay they, the revolting conduct of the Ameri- 
.cans, and an indirect knowledge of the intentions of 
our government (France) made it a duty for us to or- 


der repriſals, even before the receipt of the official 


notification. They felicitate themſelves that the veſ- 
dels of that nation are daily taken, and declare that 
they have learat from divers perſons from the con- 


tinent that the Americans were perfidious, corrupt 
the friends of England, and:that in conſequence their 
veſſels no longer entered the French ports, unleſs 


conducted there by force. One thinks he dreams 
when he reads this letter; he thinks himſelf tranſ- 
ported into a ſavage country, where men, not yet 


acknowledging the empire of morals and of laws, 


c = 3 
commit crimes without ſhaine-and- without remorſe, 
and applaud themſelves for: robbery as Paulus:Emi. 


lius or Cato would bave applauded themſelves for an | 


eminent ſervice performed for their country. Pri- 
vateers armed. againft a friendly nation! Repriſala 
when it is ourſelves who make the attack; reprifals 
againſt a nation who has never taken one of our veſ- 
ſels ! Riches acquired by the confiſcation. of the veſ- 
ſels of a nation which ' treaties: unite us to, and from 
which no declaration of war has ſeparated us! 
Lou ſuppoſe they poſſeſs unfriendly difpoſitions, but 
tell me then in what they conſiſt; where, when, how, 
have they manifeſted them? Alas! I have already 
ſaid that which you call untriendly diſpoſitions is to 
have afforded on an aſylum to thoſe whom guilt com- 
pelled to implore it. The agents who; without au- 
thority, having, according to their own: confeſſion, 


only an indirect knowledge of a preſumed intention, | 


cauſed the veſſels of allies to he captured; who com- 


mence a rupture upon the pretence that they fear it, 


who many months before they knew of the decree of 
14th Meſſidor, infeſt the ſeas with privatsers. The 


agents who denominate reſpect for treaties, pu- 


ſillanimous conſiderations; who call thofe perfidious, 
againſt whem they violate the public faith; who de- 
cide as if poſſeſſed of ſovereign power, whether an 
allianee ſtill ſubſiſts; whether or not it is neceſſary 
to enter inte a ſtate of war; whilſt the directory ãt- 
ſelf poſſeſſes not the right. All that the ägents ſay, 


amounts to this Having nothing wherewith to buy, 


J take; I make amends for the property I take, by 
the piracies which enrich me, I finally defame thoſe 
I have plundered. Thus robbery is juſtified by ſelfiſh- 


ö | All theſe ſeveral acts of | plunder and outrage have 
heen fully ſanctioned by France herſelf; having been 
informed of them and refuſedtoredreſs themorpuaiſh 
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the-authors of them, and indeed at this time, openly 


and boldly, perfiſting in the fame meaſures herſelf. 


Whoever will read thelatediſpatchesfromourEnvoys,. 


. will be ſenſible that this was not the ſyſtem of her 


agents but her own. After having thus plundered, 
us without mercy, and outraged us without decen- 
cy; after all her-noife and clamor at home, and the 
criminations of her advocates here, about the viola- 
tion of her rights by the Britiſh treaty, after having 
ſet up, contrary: to her own doctrines in 1793 and 
1794, that by the laws of nations free ſhips give free- 
dom to goods, after contending that contrary to her 
own and all other writers on the law of nations, that 
certain articles, declared contraband by the Britiſh 
treaty, are not ſuch by the general law, and eſtabliſfi- 


ing by her arbitrary ipſe dixit, that theſe were grants 
to Britain: She all at once diſcovers that admitting 


all her conſtructions and demands in their fulleſt la- 


titude, yet ſne had been under a miſtake when ſhe 


ſuppoſed that our treaty with Britain was a violation 


of her treaty with us. Les, ſhe diſcovers, that what- 
ever grants were made to Britain if any were made, 


the ſame immediately became common to her, by 
virtue of the 2d article of her treaty with us; by 
which ſhe is put on the footing of the moſt favoured 
nation. In conformity to this doctrine ſhe paſſes her 
decree of the 2d of March, 1797. This was done 
too without conſulting us on the ſubject, and at the 
very time or a little after, ſhe had diſmiſſed our mint- 


ſter, who was inſtructed to enter into an explanation 


of our meaſures, and remove by any means which 
France might ſuggeſt, thoſe parts, if any ſuch there 
were, which might be ſuppoſed” to bear hard upon 
her. But ſhe goes on to put her own conſtructions 
upon both treaties, and pretends to conform her 
-treaty to that with Britain. Sed multum abludit 


imago. Thus we ſee again the makes and unmakes 


treaties and the law of nations, with as little ceremo- 
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ny. as. ſhe ſends thouſands. oſ her citizens to- the 


guillotine, and her legiſlators to Cayenne. One 
would ſuppoſe there exiſts no law of nations. indepen- 


dent of the municipal regulations of France. She 
then proceeds to change her treaty, article by arti- 
cle, where ſhe thinks ſne can make it better, and 
where it is good enough to declare it in force. Ac- 
cordingly out of her abundant humanity and after 
her repeated exhortations to us to uſe vigorous mea- 
ſures of re- action againſt the Britiſh, for the impri- 
ſonment of our ſeamen; the declares: all Americans 
found on board of Britiſh: veſſels ſhall be treated as 
pirates. She alſo; now declares, under pretext of 
this modification, what ſhe had already declared, and 
had been acting under for almoſt four years (viz. from 
May 1793 ;) that enemies property ſhall not be pr 


tected in American veſſels, and extends her liſt of 
contraband to the extent of the Britiſh treaty, and in 


fine adds all the beneficial articles of this treaty to 
her own, and diſcards all ſuch as ſhe finds diſadvan- 
tageous. Since then the Britiſh treaty has been re- 


preſented as ſo highly favourable to England, and | 
ſince : France has taken all its advantageous parts 


which ſhe wiſhed, to have, and added them to her 


own; it follows that ſhe muſt be in a better ſitua- 


tion than if we had made no treaty with her enemy. 
But it did not anſwer her purpoſe merely to modify 
her treaty, ſhe wants a little plunder, and ſome part 
of her treaty. muſt be found to give her a pretext for 
this purpoſe. + O! the Role. d'equipage, the 
Role d'equipage. I have now a glorious icene 
before me. You Americans have ſailed to my ports 
during the whole of the war; you have ſupplied: us 
with proviſions when we ſhould otherwiſe have ſtarv- 
ed, when you have come here and we have known 
you to be Americans, we have known you to be neu- 
trals although you had not the Role. We have, it is 
true, taken your proviſions, but we did not take 
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than to get them even for promiſes, and therefore 
let us deelare the Role an indiſpenſible requiſite to 
the protection of American property and as no A- 


them for want of the Role, but becauſe we wanted: 


them, and we promiſed to pay for them when we 


were able. But it is better to get them for nothing 


merican veſſel, now upon the ſeas, will be notified of 
this determination, we ſhall make prizes of all 
fuch'' as ſhall have departed without notice.“ 


This no doubt was the train of that pure and vir- 


tuous reaſoning by whick our dear and never to be 
fatisfied/allies were prompted to this ſublime difcov- 
- ery. Under this'decree have we ſeverely felt the 
rod of French chaſtiſement, for daring to make a 
treaty with England, not becauſe we infringed her 
treaty, for ſhe has by this decree acknowledged 0- 
therwiſe, and through Mr. Adet, declared all her 


rights ſaved by the clauſe in that treaty which de- 


elares it ſhall not derogate from pre- exiſting treaties.* 
Under this decree have three ſhips, the Aſia, New- 
Jerſey and Pigou been eaptured, whoſe cargoes 
have been ſuppoſed worth fifteen hundred thouſand 
dollars, and the loſs on which to the revenues of 
our country is eſtimated - at between two and three 
hundred thouſand dollars. Hundreds of others 
have been captured for the ſame cauſe. She has 
modifred her treaty then, not as all other nations 
do, by mutual contract, but in the ſame way that 
ſhe would eſtabliſh a turnpike or canal, not by mak- 
ing one conceſſion to obtain another as is the caſe 
when there are two parties to the contract, but by 
keeping all the advantages ſhe had and taking what 
ſhe pleaſed: Thus has ſhe aQed in the affairs of Eu- 


rope, firſt ſhe proſtrates the boundaries of nations 


by annexing them ro her territory and then ſays 
her conſtitution forbids a diſmemberment. If her 
objections were well founded to the Britifhtreaty, 


® Vide Mr. adet's correſpondence with Pickering, No. 181. 
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and if it were becauſe of the ſtipulations of that 


treaty, that France was. diſcontented, ſurely after 


her decree of March ?97 ſhe. ought to have been ſat- 
isfied. No ſaid her advocates: here, after ſhe had 
without conſulting us, undertaken to put herſelf 
upon the ſame foqting with England, we ought to 
offer it to her, and this evidence of our friendſhip 
will have a good effect upon her and diſpoſe her to 
conciliation - although there can be but little doubt 
that Mr. Pinckney's inſtructions were to that effect, 
yet the contrary was preſumed even in Congreſs and 
the Preſident was ordered by the anſwer of. the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, to make this offer, not 
to put her on as favorable a footing as other nations 
for ſhe, had already done that herſelt, but to make 
it out of complaiſance. And whilſt we were ſug- 
geſting to the Preſident the ſpecific meaſures, whic 

it was thought might conciliate the ſovereign om- 
nipotent Directory, ſo delicate were we of her feel- 
ings that we were even afraid to hope ſne would do 
us juſtice and fatisfy the claims of our citizens.“ After 
having given theſe directions to the Prefident, be- 
cauſe ſome gentlemen were afraid he did not. feel 
diſpoſed to make them of himſelf, and after he had 
appointed three of our moſt. reſpectable citizens 
who were not only veſted with ample powers but 
were (in order to meet the ſuppoſed ideas of French 
diplomatic etiquette) denominated miniſters extra- 
ordinary: we ſuppoſed nothing further was wanting 
on our part to bring about a reconciliation — but ĩt 
ſeems that inſtead of advancing we retrograde in 
our progreſs to reconciliation for after continuing 
to plunder us as heretofore. and refufing an audi- 
ence to our miniſters; ſhe-has-iffued a decree to this. 


effect: That every ſhip found at ſea, having on 
board a cargo which may conſiſt entirely or in part 


of Engliſh commodities and merchandizes, ſhall be 


Vide debates of laſt ſeſſion on Mr. * motion. 


<=») - 


ceonſidered as lawful prize, whoever may be the own- 
er of theſe commodities or merchandizes which are 
to be deemed contraband on this ground alone, that 
they come either from England or her poſſeſſions— 
Is it neceſſary to obſerve that the claims of a nation 
never before foared fo high ? She declares that Bri- 
koh haughty and perfidious, the tyrant of the ſeas, 
that it is neceſſary for the peace of mankind that 
The ſhould be deſtroyed, that France thould rule the 
ca as well as the land, and that all nations will find 
ample fecurity for their freedom and their rights in 
her magnanimity and generoſity. I ſuppoſe by this 
time Switzerland and Portugal, and Bel tum, and 
"Holland, and Italy might give us ſome information 
upon this ſubject, were it neceflary to travel there, 
put T believe we fhall find fome uſeful hints, how 
far French generofity may be relied on, in our latg 
difpatches. If France, whilſt dominant upon the 
land, has every-where iſſued her infamous mandates 
and is reſolving all the rights of nations into her 
ſovereign will; it will be difficult to perſuade any 
:Tober mind of a probable relaxation, when ſhe ſhall 
become miſtreſs of the ocean—But France ſays o- 
*therwiſe, and as ſhe has always claimed the prero- 
gative of inſtrucing and compelling other nations 
to do what was in her opinion the moſt conducive 

to their intereſt, the tells them unlefs they are ſold 
to England, they cannot think hard to have their 
property plundered, their citizens abuſed, and their 
merchants ſtarved and their produce lie and rot up- 
on their hands —for the object will legitimate the 
means. Thus ſuch as ſhe cannot bribe or perſuade 
or frighten to combine with her in this mad cruſade, 
the deſtruction of England, ſne determines, like the 
religious zealot, to force into her ſyſtem of political 
orthodoxy by plunder and by rapine, thoſe who will 
not voluntarily become her vaſſals and contribute in 
men and money to her glory and her triumphs, ſhe 
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ing on board any article, the production of Britiſh Do- 
minions, but ſuch . inſtance, coffee, 


trade ; but it is ſaid we may {till export out prod pee, 


48 


105 N 3 Will you carry it to 
ame arbi 


ill you carry. it to Spain, to Holland, or to 
any country under her influence ? The ſame ar- 
ny  C ry under her influence? II ar- 
al pitrary authority which has ordered theſe coun- 
vill ries: to ſeize all Britiſh manufactures, even ſuch” 
in Is belonged to their own citizens, may order them 


FR EE 


to ſeize upon your produce. No man in his ſenſes. 
therefore, will go to France even if there were no ob. 


ſtruction on the ſea, without inſurance againſt ſeiz- 
ure; and I am informed no ſuch inſurance can be 


obtained : this will probably ſbon be the caſe in all 


the counties under her controul. But what cer- 
tainty have we, that we can export our produce to 
any country unmoleſted by the numerous pirates 


now upon the ſeas? Do we find this ſecurity in the 
plunders of Victor Hugues; in his declaration, 
that all Americans are damned raſcals, meaning that 
it is a ſufficient cauſe of condemnation that a veſſel is 
American, in his definition of contraband, or in his 


orders to put to death all Americans who ſhall reſiſt 
His corſairs; or do we find it in the diſpatches, and 
particularly in that part of them which diſcloſes threats 
not merely of robbing us at ſea but of ravaging our 


cgaſts, or where they talk of 5 ſuſpending hoſtilities” 


provided we will give up all they have taken, and 


encreaſe our. grants in proportion to their future de- 
predatione, under a pretext of a loan? * No my fel- 
e TT 
low citizens, you will fully appreciate the attempts, 


the wicked attempts, which have been made to raiſe 

a clamour againſt your government, by aſſerting it 
was going to war, for the carriage of Britiſh manu 
fackures, and on a point of diplomatic etiquette. It is 
not this decree alone, of which we complain, but the 
whole courſe of French conduct to this country evin- 


* 


iin 

* Savannab, April toth:-—On Friday the 6th inſtant, arrived nt this 

ort the Cornelia, Capt. Simms, in ten days from Grenada. Before 

apt. Simms lei Grenada '@ French corvette 20 guns was capiured 
and carried inte Martinique, on board of which abere commiſſions for 
capturing all American weſſels quithout diſtinfien.—A French ſchooner 
<yas aſſo captured, on board *qvhich there avere commyſſions of a ſimilar 
nature, The "above information appeared in the Grenada, Martinique, 
and St. Fincents m e oateo fs 
F French Ganettes contain an account to this effect: That Tallign.bad 

propoſed in the council of Five Hundred that permiſſion be granted to all 
privateers on a erniſe, to- oblige neutral veſſels, netwithNanding the. va- 
lidity of their papers, to unload ſbeir cargoes at any port at the oftion of 
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es a determination to plunder you beer ſhe 


vateers. All men of eandor will therefore admit 
that the various deerees and profligate conduct of the 
French government amount to an annihilation of 
our commerce, and that the only queſtion which re- 
mains to be decided is, whether we will abandon the 
ocean becauſe France will plunder us and make war 
upon us if we do not, or whether we will arm in our 
defence, and carry our productions not to France, to 
Holland or to Spain, but to ſome neighbouring neu- 


tral country, from which it will unavoidably find its 
way into theſe countries. Either we muſt do this or 


we muſt let the Britiſh become our only carriers; and 
this is recommended 
recommended? By thoſe very gentlemen who have 


been the moſt alive to former commercial violations. | 


By thoſe gentlemen who, rather than ſubmit to a par- 
tial violation of their commerce, were willing to 
hazard thoſe very calamities, of which they preach 
ſo much by day and contemplate by night, the 
calamities of war: Thoſe gentlemen who objected 


to the commercial arrangement of the Britiſh treaty 


becauſe it ſuffered England to do what ſhe before had 
a right to do; to lay light money and counter. vail- 


ing duties, becauſe ſhe did not agree to admit us into 


her ports in the Weſt Indies, which JN never did do 


n find your property, and her depredatiens are oon. : 
ned to the ſeas merely becauſe ſhe has not the means 
at preſent of bringing her robberies into the heart of 
our country. For my own part I feel an indiffer- 
-nce as to the nature of their decrees, for of What 
onſequence'is it what is their law When the wicked, 
abandoned and profligate Judge, who is to pronounee 
the law, is a ſharer in our ſpoils? With him, and in 
fuch a country, ihe only queſtion Will be, what is the 
value of the cargo? We all know that Merlin, and 
probably others of the Directory and their vige- ge- 
rents in the Weſt Indies, are concerned in the pri- 
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before the war, but by proclamations, when it ſuited 
her, becauſe they conjectured a little diſadvantage in 
the regulations, relative to the fur trade and the Eaſt 
India trade; all theſe things which we never had 
poſſeſſed, they were willing to run the riſk of fight- 
ing for, by rejeQing the treaty, after compenſation. 
for ſpoliations was ſtipulated. But they are now 
willing not only to abandon. all former loſſes, not 
only to ſubmit to the impofition of counter- 
vailing duties or partial loſſes upon our com- 
merce, but to abandon. it altogether, and give it up 
Britain, to whom, they fo. much grudged what might 

be called at moſt trivial and equivocal advantages.“ 
But France impoſes the neceſſity in this caſe, and this 
agcqunts for the diſſimilarity of conduct. If Britain 
had commanded us to give to her all our commerce; 
we {hauld have heard hut little about the calamities 
of war, and much about national honor. If I had 
Propoſed it, 1 ſhould; have been a receiver of Britiſh 
gold. Rut France demands it, and excluſive patriotiſm 
yields to the requiſition. This is an incomplete cata; 
logue of that commercial warfare; which. has not as Nur 
yet amounted to an adequate chaſtiſement for our na- Is, 
tional ingratitude, and the meaſure of which I fear is Nie 
nevertobefull. Alltheſeenormities committedinopen WS 
violation of treaty, the laws of nations and duties of {We 
national faith, have been borne with a patience un- 
_ paralleled in the annals of national philoſophy. For WW" 
what have we done, iſſued letters of mark and re- 
priſal? No. Declared war? No. We only talk a- 
bout defending ourſelves when attacked, and this is 
conſidered as evidence of a long and fixed determi- 
nation to ge to war with France. And what is it 
that induces us to talk thus ? Mr. Pinckney, a Mi- 
niſter of the firſt; talents and reſpectability, and a. 


love it to my qwn-fceliags and to the character of theſe gentle men, to n- WP" 
cept from the above e repreſentatives of Rhine and Norte 1 
Theſe gentlemen Rave maniłeſted 3 determination to poſipene all etber confider- 
Err 
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ited . | 3 
ein ſwarm admirer of the French revolution, whilſt it 
Eaſt Nas conſidered the cauſe af governmental referm and 
had f rational freedom, has not only been rejected with 
ght-Igneminy and contempt, but threatened to be arreſt- 
tion Nd if he contiuued in France and denied a paſſport to 
10w Marry him away. But ſhe ſaid ſhe was determined 
not Never to receive another American Miniſter until af- 
ter. Mer a redreſs of the grievances, demanded ef the A- 


om- {Wnerican government. Theſe grievances are to be 
up een, by adverting to Mr. Adet's note to Mr. Pick- 
ght ſcring in November 1796, which he publiſhed in or- 
es. der to coerce the government, through the people in- 
this to an abandonment of its independence. We were 


ain Walled upon to revoke all thoſe legiſlative, executive 
rce; Wand judicial acts, which had been oppoſed by her 
ties Miniſters, ſometimes openly reſiſted and many of 
had Mwhich were finally recognized by France, in the 
tiſh recall of Genet, and all of which had been adopted 
iſm upon the moſt mature deliberation, and moſt of them 
ta. er a regular diſcuſſion. This was the | condition 
t as upon which ſhe intended to receive a Miniſter ; that 
na- Ws, when we ſhould conſent to abandon our Indepen- _ 
r is Nledee and do whatever ſhe commanded us; and this 
2p Ws the principle upon which moſt people ſaw ſhe re- 


ected Mr. Pinckney. But although France wanted 
no ſuch apology (for ſhe had a much better one, I 
nean her recent victories in Italy) yet her advocates 


re- Niere ſaid ſhe rejected him becauſe he was not a Mi- 
. Riſter Extraordinary, for as much as we had ſent a 
is INiniſter of that deſcription, in a ſimilar cafe, to Eng- 
mi- Hand. Moſt people knew the reaſon why we fent a 
it Misiſter of that kind to England, was becauſe our 


miſter in London had been ſome years abſent from 
is country, and could not be ſuppoſed to be fully 
mprefled with thoſe ſentiments of indignation which 
ere univerſally exhibited againſt Britiſh depreda- 
ions, and could not for that reafon be fo well calcu- 
ated in the language of our then Preſident, to vin- 
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duce good, we determinined that obſtacles. of the 
kind ſhould no longer exiſt, and we therefore ſen 


2 t 
_ 


dicate our rights 'with' firmneſs; and cultivate ;peac 


cient powers. Few men. believed he was rejected oi 


of thoſe who pretended to believe it. But as thi 
extraordinary diſmiſſal was excuſed: on this ſuppoſed 


leaſt as ample powers of conceſſion, as ęver we cat 
make, whilſt we mean to retain our Independence 
but we called them likewiſe miniſters extraordinary 
Let us ſee how much of the apology for Mr, Pinck 
ney's diſmiſſal was built upon the circumſtance o 
His not having extraordinary powers, or rather ſup 


very influential member of the oppoſition: in the 
| Houſe of Repreſentatives : I will take it upon my 
_ elf to affert that he (Mr. Pinckney) had not extra 
ordinary powers, becauſe if. he had, the Preſiden 
would either have told us fo, or furniſhed us with: 
' *copyof them: And above all; had he had fuch ex 
traordinary powers there would have been no othe 
alternative for us between ſubmiſſion and war. 
the caſe of Mr. Pinckney, no difficulty exiſts o 
_ that kind at preſent But why fuppoſe Mr. Pinck 
ney had not theſe powers? We know the ſame un 


of our preſent commiſſioners and we now know the) 


(Cm) 


with ſincerity : but as Mr. Pinckney was going in 
mediately from his country to ſuceeed Mr. Monroe 
all that was neceſſary was to inveſt him with ſuff 


that ground, and fewer ſtill believed in the ſincerit) 


nicety of attention, in France, to diplomatic etiquette 
and as it could do no harm, and might poſſibly pre 


off three Miniſters inſtead of one; and we not on 
gave them, if not the power of ſelling their country, : 


poſed not to have, for whether he had ſuch, wa 
matter of conjetture. Theſe are the words of 
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We all know now that, whatever might have beer 


$ * 


founded jealouſy exiſted with regard to the power 


were unwarrantable--the ſuppoſition is contrary tq .. 
chat long eſtabliſhed maxim, that we ought away; 


— 


(,.33, )- 
to preſume rectitude until the cotitrary-appeart—Yes, 


we know our commiſſioners were miniſters extraor- 
dinary, and that their powers were commenſurate” 


with the object of their miſfion=that their inſtruc: * 
tions breathed the moſt pacific ſpirit; we know they. 


have been treated with the moſt ſovereign. contempt ; i 


we know the object of: France is plunder, and that 
as long as. ſhe. can attain. that object, ſhe will not 
come to x reconciliation We ſee her fixed determi- 
nation to extort money as long as we determine to 
ſubmit—we ſee her. threatening: to. partition us like 
Venice, and when we refuſe to comply with the 
abominable demands which, thoſe who 122 them, 
acknowledge: unjuſt, we are told if we do not com- 
ply and if in conſequence of ſuch non compliance 
our miniſters ſhould not be received, that by means 
of her diplomatic ſkill and her party here, ſhe can 
throw all the blame on the federil party. And does 
the gentleman who formerly declared, that if Mr. 
Pinckney had had extraordinary owers, there would 
have been no other alternative for us between; ſub- 
miſſion and war; Does he now adhere. to this decla- 


Tation:? No. He would go further were he to ſay 


Jos than any perſon contemplates. But he acknow- 
ledges that ſhe is guilty of the mioſt abdminable and 
atrocious acts, that ſhe demands payment of money 


for having plundered our property and he would 


not grant it becauſetit would be ſubmiſſion, but it is 
not ſubmiſſion to ſuffer Victor Hogs ess gun- boats 
to capture without any pretext, than ue we 
are damned Taſcals? veſſels: and cargoes of im- 
menſe value and to an immenſe loſs to the revenues. 


I confeſs. that . neee is ſomewhat meta- : 
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N Speer: of the fl p Sally of Philadelphia, bouod to ft. Thomas's 
was taken and carried into dt. Martins, * applied to. Victor Hugues for permil- 
Sg a thaw his papers, which veere complete for : retten 30 a neutenl ger 
(nd that hewas bound from St. Thomas's 10 Fravce ; Hu . 
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their executive, their envoys ta abandon all ident 


( 34 ) 


phyſical and rather beyond my- powers of diſcrimi- 
nation but add to the rejection of Mr. Pinckney, 
(which muſt now be known to have proceeded from 
the magiſterial haughtineſs of the directorial di- 
van, ) their treatment to our envoys and the decree 
iſſued againſt our commerce whilſt they were ſolici- 
ting an audience, and I think this gentleman might 
at leaſt have ſaid he would be willing we ſhould de- 
fend ourſelves againſt future attacks—But what do 
a high ſpirited and independent people, who have 
| liberally expended their blood and their money for 
the happy government we enjoy, what do they talk 
of ? They ſay nothing about compenſation for for- 
mer injuries, but have expreſsly inſtructed through 


of compenſation for former loſſes, provided we th 
can be ſecure againſt future aggreſſion. Wo ſay, te 
<« Frenchmen, we love peace and have cultivated it < 
tothe beſtof our knowledge, and in order to maintain 15 
it with you, we have ſuffered long and many. inju- as 


ries and we have conſtantly hoped that a returning gt 
ſenſe of juſtice would before this, have produced a | 
'caffation of theſe ſufferings ; but we find the more 
we are diſpoſed to bear, the greater burthens are 
you diſpoſed to inflict We tell yeu there is an ul- 
timate point of injury and degradation beyond 
whieh we will never paſs—ewe have come up to that 
point, and therefore we tell you to let us alone in 
the enjoyments of thoſe rights which all the world 
and yourſelves acknowledge to be onr rights, for 
we are determined ta defend them. We have the 
ſame right to the ocean which is common to all, and 
we want no other right but that of exporting. the 
productions of our ſoil to other nations and of ob- 
taining in return thoſe manufaktures, conveniences 
or reer eee : maß contribute ” 0 DO 
. gratification——We will attempt no trade relative to 
the legality of which there exiſts any doubt, and if 
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you wiſh to enquire if we have on board any un- 
lawful goods, come and ſearch as the laws and 
rights of nations dire& by ſending your. boats on 
board with two or three hands whiſſt your veſlels of 

war lie beyond the reach of cannon ſhot ; but if in- 
ſtead of this, your ſearch is a broadfide, and your 
entry on board our veſſels, commenced by beating 
and maiming our officers and crews and plundering 
us of our property, before even an inſpection of our 
papers, then you ſhall not ſearch at all But is to 
plunder us of our property and thumib ſerew“ our 
failors, to manifeſt a zeal in defence of the rights 
of man ? If fo it were far better that he had no 
rights We deem the right of defenee of our per- 
ſons and property againſt lawleſs aggteffion one of 
the moſt unqueſtionable rights of men, rights writ- 
ten in capitals in the great book of nature, and we 
ſhould not deſerve the name of men to ſuffer. them 
to be wreſted from us by the ruſſian hand of unprin- 
cipled violence whilſt we graſp in our hands the in- 


ſtrutments of defence; oO NR ED 
This is wie to France, and what I ſhall al- 


ways believe we ought to fay to all the world. And 


does it lie in the mouths of thoſe who conſtantly 
ſpeak in ſuch high terms of admiration of the whigs, 
and ſo contemptibly of the tories: of 7 6; to brand 
with the epithet of tory all who talk thus, and only 
thus? Did not the whigs laſt war ſay that they would 

rather expend their blood and their millions of mo- 
ney, than pay three pence per pound upon tea? Les, 
or it was not the ſum, it was the principle rather than 
POR to which, they were ready to lay down their 
es and their fortunet. If, ſaid they, England can 
lay three pence per pound upon tea, without our con- 
ſent, ſhe may levy to the whole extent of our proper- 


n . — N „ 1 — 0 * was * et - 1 E 2 | " 
x r 1 e ol 5 „ 2 ps o 19 a . OF 
I # * PUy Fi 2 LY - 25 4 9 N FP: * 8 4 oY 72 * f , 1 e * 75 NOR 13 


o « 44.4 1 2 - 
a 3 ” 
"8,7 2 4 dies a 
(1 8 of . 8 3 5 
* Pa. DEALS 


X09 
ty; and therefore, as ſubmiſſion to-one invaſion of our fo 
rights, will only provoke avother; and we ſhall have th 
to; repel it at laſt ; it is beſt to meet it at the threſ- JW oc 
hold. Had they have ſaid we will count the money gr 


which it will coſt us to refiſt this invaſion, and ba- to 
lanced it againſt the three pence upon tea, we ſhould b 
have, at this moment, been colonies of Britain: fo m 
if France compels us to abandon our commercial il th 
rights, ſhe may call upon us to abandon every other be 
right. It is in vain we attempt to diſtinguiſn be- fie 
tween our commercial and any other rights; to in- fu 
vade the rights of commerce is not merely to invade W 
the rights of, individuals, but to invade one of the G 
moſt-important rights of the nation and attribute of F 
national ſovereignty. It is the duty of every good ti 
government to protect its citizens in their lawful pur- g 
ſuits; when a government ceaſes to do this, it ceaſes fe 


to accompliſh the primary object of the political aſ- N 
ſociation, ahd-the citizen then puts on the man b 
and executes for himſelf the firſt injunction of na- d 
ture, ſelf-preſervation. If, when commerce is invad- i 
ed, the agriculturiſt or mechanic fit down, and count \ 
their money, and Jap it will coſt the nation mote ro | 2 
defend: this vlafs of men than their invaded property c 
is worth, and we will therefore abandon them td | 
their fate, the ſamé argument will recur when the 
rights of the mechanic or the apricultariſt are int 
yaded.' But to invade the rights of commerce is to 
invade the rights of all; for all muſt ſtand or fall to- | 
gether. Already have we loſt” between fifteen and f 
twenty million of dollars, to which may be added the l 
intereſt upon this loſs, the loſs of this much active | 
capital, and à loſs perhaps equal to both the forego. 
ing, ariſing from the ſuſpenſion of mercantile buſineſs 1 
and decay of ſhipping lying idle in their harbours. | 
If, after all this, we are willing becauſe we have tus 
been plundered ta give up all our trade, it is to me : 
truly alarming, When I ſee thoſe who have hereto- | 
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fore expreſſed fo much ſolicitude for 4055 1 of i 
the American commerce, now ready to abandon the 
ocean, it ſeems to me from the/ rapidity: of the * 97 


greſs of national humiliation, every right, is in danger: 


to have been heard to ſay two years ago we worlda- £ 


bandon our commerce, becauſe any nation told us we 


muſt do it, would have been thought to have made 
the declaration of a madman. Is it becauſe we haye 
been habituated to degradation by repeatediaggref- 
fion, that we are thus philoſophically inclined ? If 
ſuch be the rapid progreſs: of the public ſentiment- 


what ſecurity have we if our territory is invaded; If 


Georgia ſhould be invaded through the Florida and 
France ſhould inform us, ſhe only wanted ſome! atlan- 
tic ports on the American continent, and if we would 
give her Georgia, ſhe would proceed no further, that 
ſame ſpirit which: ſays, count your money and ſuffer 
not ydur eitigens to defend their rights when invaded 
by pirates, leſt it may involve war, will tell you td 
defend Georgia, will cauſe you to pay more than ſnus 


is worth; you had therefore better abandon her- 


When, then; we: have ſubmittedito aggreſſion aſter 8 
aggreſſion; when our repeated advances for recon- 


ciliation - have been met with: difdam;cwhen” France 


ſays we know: your 'claims-are juſt} but we conſult 


power only, and determine not what we may juſtly 
do, but to do what our phyfical power is adequate to, 
and inſtead of making dompenſation for our juſt: de- 


mands, deelares we muſt/pay; her alli the money we 
tan raiſe, and in the mean timeliſſues a new decree to 
let looſe upon our commerce her corſairs, to deſlroy 


what remains, when hundreds of our citizens have 


been ſtripped of every farthing in a country where the | 
neceſſaries of life .are extravagantly high, L mean the 


Weſt- Indies, and reduced to the very point: of ſtarva- 
tion, and when between forty and fifty thouſand of 


our ſeamen. muſt abandon their; country, or be per- 


mitted LY be armed in their defence, when all 
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theſe things have happened, we have arrived at the ul- 
timate point of national forbearance; and when we 
fay, and only fay we will: defend outfelves againſt fu- 
ture aggreſſion, I may fairly conclude we have borne 


our ſufferings with a patience uhparratteled in the 


annals of national philofophy. But I have ſaid our 
e eee, e by any means fhort'of the a. 

onment of its Independence and right of judg- 
ing for itſelf of the meaſures neceſſary for our happi- 
neſs and ſecurity, have avoided the embarraſſments 


which: we now experience. To attempt a refutation 


of all the calumnies/and nonſenſicnl accuſations a- 
gainſt the govermnent, of our country, relative to 
our tifputes: with France, would be as little enter- 
taining as unprofitable. I will however, annalize 


ſome of the profound arguments, by which all our 


emiharraſſments are attributed to dure Dt. 

Werde a treaty i November 1794, with Britain, 
by which we violated the rights 'of France, and 
therefore ſne was: juſtified in violating: her treaty 
with us in May 1793, in abuſing, during the greater 
part of q and g, inſultiug and impriſouing our ci- 
rixens, in ſeizing our veffels on the ſea; and forcibly 
taking our proviſions in her ports without paying for 
them; and/impoſing other burthens and 'impoſitions 
which; according to Meſſrs. Monroe and Skipwith, 


would: unleſs checked very ſpeedily, compel us 
to relinquiſſr all commercial intercourfe” with her. 


We ſent Mr. Jay to England to demand compen- 
fation for their depredations upon our commerce, and 
to adjoſt oertain political diſputes, whick were haſten- 
ing to a criſis, and our patriots ſaid he was à friend to 
England, and therefore becauſe he was ſent,” hot be- 
cauſe he made a treaty, fays Mr. Monroe France 
was alienated on his. arrival there This treary 
ſmee made is objected to; becauſe it is ſaid to 
contain grants to Britain, which are denied to 


France; but it is difcovered that France is en- 


{ 3p) 


titled. to the privileges of the mo& favored; nation \ { 
and ſhe determines to modify ber treaty according es | 


5 her own conſtruQtion, takes all the advantagegn nas... 

ne ticles ef the Britiſh treaty, keeps all ſuch in her ], . 

ne breaks it when ſhe pleaſes and makes it when and 5 N 
ar ho ſhe pleaſes, and therefore ſho ſtill may plunder . 4 
a: Jus becauſe we made à Britiſn treaty—Say our. poli * 
g. cal. Solomons, the Britiſh treaty. is the ſaures of all | 1 
2 our misfortunes, but Denmark and Sweden have 


been extolled for making no ſuch treaty and there- 
n fbore they ere conſtantly involved in the ſame decrees 
France iſſued a deeree in 93 upon the prineiple 
that by the law of nations, free ſhips do not make 
. free goods; when being informed hy our miniſter 
e chat our treaty with her had changed the general 
ir law in this reſpect, ſhe revokes it as to us and g 
tinues it in force againſt thoſe neutrals with whom | 
1. ſhe had made no ſuch ſtipulatiens, thereby acknew- 
id ledging the law of natious to be as above, and be- 
y cauſe we eee and after conſulting 
+ che beſt writerzton the law of nations and agar ra 
: che doctrine to have been ſanctioned by the wiſeſt 
nations) acknowledge this to be the law in the Brĩ- 
tiſh treaty France may now ſay with propriety it is 
not tne law France has promiſed liberty and equal- | 
a MW ity to the Belgians and the Dutch, if they would 8 
* WH aboliſh their ancient inſtitutions and receive them ia- 


. to their country as guardians and protectors againſt 
1; cheir former tyrants, and as ſoon ag they have enter- 
4 ed theſe countries and gotten theſe ill-fated people 
. completely in their power, they have violated all 


o Nl 'beir engagements, exerciſed a conſtant military ty- 


vr ranny, extorted contributions in money and in 3 
Kind until nothing remains to be contributed, and 


as a compenſation for all theſe things, they are now 
abe called Batavians and Belgians inſtead of Neth- 

o erlanders (and by the by they now deferye the name 
„ of Netherlanders more than ever) and are permitted 
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eak the words: uberty deny as often as 


The Tench/dire& thein. She his made a friendly 
war upon Venice, ſuch an one as ſhe is now making 


upon-Switzerland, and has talked to them about 
liberty and equality until ſhe- excited her patriots to 
overturn their government and has. promiſed them 


her protection and has given themup as vaſſals to the 


houſe of Auſtria, whom above all other nations they 
the moſt deteſted. She has extorted from Portugal 
as long as any thing could be obtained, and then 
impriſons her miniſter and is about to try him be. 


cauſe he could no longer yield to her attempts to 


bribe him, and is preparing to plunder and ravage 


his country=—She has raiſed an inſurrection in Rome 
in order. that ſhe might extend her / fraternity to the 
Roman patriots, one of her officers got killed in the 
attempt to ſuppreſe the infurreQion;* ſhe determines 


to infſict old Roman vengeance on modern Rome, 


and inſtead of demanding fatisfaction from the na- 


tion by demanding the puniſhment! of the individ- 


uals concerned, ſhe referves her vengeance for the 
nation ard: plants the tree of liberty in the capitals 
| prop the pope. She marches into the territory .of whe 
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Hh . de but little 55 1 this inſurrection commented in 5 


| vicinity of a French miniſter's houſe, and from the inſurgents calling on him for 
| aid, but it was concerted by him 1 rhe facility ARE. TI, | the a is 


accompliſhed: confirms this idea 1 J 
et The Raman always denied d the puniſh ment of iedividuats; and 1 is in · 


"dividual wrongs the pretext for cours the nation—Vide nn 
"Riſe and Fall, chap. 6. 


8 None, Feb. is. rte moment 885 French MATT: — city, Abe 0 le- 
vied a contribution of four millions, in ſpecie, two milligns in proviſions, and 
three thouſand, horſes, The murderers of general Duphot have fied, The. tree 
of liberty was planted befote the capitol; the day en which the gs cd i 
performed at the Vatican on the daauguta ration of the Pope. A 


Dur Republic will conſiſt of all the: rovinces guaranteed to he p b the 
treaty of Tolintino. His Holineſs is — in 5 lace by 500 9 2 
ſeals are placed on his palace 18 well as upon thoſe of abſcat is, a 


The French have demanded forty thouſand: buſhels. of graia- and. other pro- 
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Swiſs; violates her ancient rights and inſtitutions, 
diſplaces her civil officers, openly countenances an 
inſurrection f and threatens and actually makes 
war upon the government of Berne for attempting 
to ſuppreſs: it —Like a huge ſerpent, ſhe I-zves a 
tract behind her wherever the paſſes, and chis tract 
is wretchedneſs, anarchical tyranny, proſtration of 


all the rights of property, the eievation of the Wicked 


upon the ruin of the virtuous At home the Directo- 
ry openly invades. the conſtitution- paſſes las to 
regulate privateering (in which ſome of its em- 


bers are to partake) marches an army into Paris, 


ſeizes all the members of the {legiſlature who have 
firmpeſs and virtue enough ta reſiſt their unprinci- 
pled deſigns, proſeribes them without trial and ſends 
them to the land of reptiles - ſuppreſſes all the preſ- 
ſes, and conſigns to deſtruction every influential a- 
gent in the late elections —ſeizes in the hands of her 
gwn citizens, all Britiſh manufactures after they have 
been paid for and ſome of them captured and ſold by 
her privateers, and for which they had received them- 


{elves a. part of the money All theſe things ſhe has 


done and is now doing to other nations and to her 
own citizens, and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed ſhe 
could once have contemplated wrong againit us, had 
we not provoked her. Our. own. government 
prompted by the benevolent deſign af maintaining 
peace with all the world is ſo reſpectful to the rights 


t This is the addreſs of citizen Mengaud, French envoy to the governm 
bf Berne: „ High and mighty lords, the brotherly treatment I hive received 
during my ſtay at Arau inſtills into me a very animated intereſt in its fate. I 
earn from the ſentiments of liheity uttered by you, that movements of troops 


ve been made, but I cannot, high and mighty lords, be indifferent to theſe 


ivim:ca! arrangements; and I declare that. us ſoon as your armed force-ſhalt 


move io werds Arau, or the inhabitants thereof be in any wiſe moleſted, for ut- 


te ring ſenti ments different from yours, the French troops from all quarters ſhall, 
aud by the ſhorteſt routes, march agaiaſi the city of Berne and the magiſtra- 
cy alone ſhall be anſwerable for the arbitrary proceedings which it ſhall adopt 


4 


as well as for 1s fraud and Tidiculous tyranny.” n 5 
- 'Videalſo ſimilar addreſſes to the people of Switzerland, aud another addrel⸗ 
to the ſtate of Berne, pupliſhed in the newſpapers about the 2 fch cf April, 
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of others that ſhe forbears to arm in her own de- 
fence whilſt ſne can forbear, leaſt the ſhould offend 
_ againſt the rights of others—Our rights of perſon 
and of property are better ſecured than in any other- 
government, our legiſlature pure and generally wiſe, 
the adminiſtration of juſtice unexceptionable and 
altour interior arrangements fach as command the ad- 
miration of the world except of thoſe revilers of its 
meaſures, who hate juſtice becauſe ſhe pulls down the 
wicked and exalts the good. Yet we have never been 
right and Franee never wrong. Thoſe gentlemen who 
are the moſt  diftinguifhed for their oppoſition to al- 
moft all the paſt meaſures of the goverament, have- 
confeſſed they poſſeſs nnder it all the happineſs they- 
deſtre, thus directly centradicting all their former pres. 
dickions and preſent elamourings; yet they ſtill per- 
fiſt in enforcing the ſentiment that our government 
Has never done right in regard to France and France 
Ras only done wrong beeauſe we commenced it; yes 
fince the great maſs of light which has burſt forth 
from the difpatches and inſtructions, theſe men perſiſt 
in their blind and incurable obſtinacy and decfare up- 
on the floor of Congreſs, that we are now repaying 
tke price of retribution for the injuries we have done 
Her. * They will not fay France is juſtifiable in her 
infamous demands and yet they fay the ſame thing, 
when they impute all theſe demands to rhe previous 
provocation on our. part. It remains for you to an- 
alize this heterogeneous compound; to ſeparate the 
alkali from the acid, and I 25 not the late diſpatch- 
es will render it an eaſy proceſs. 
Lou will readily, agree with me that a government 
| foflagitious, fo abandoned and fo ambitious, is not 
to be diverted from her deſigns by ſubmiſſion; nor 
will you believe that any trivial conceſſions on our 
part would have averted the terrible ſcourges which 
the has prepared for nations. F have but little doubt 
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ſhe aſpires to the dominian of the world, and ſhe 
ſeems to be treading in the footſteps of a nation who 
once attained it; I will take the liberty of extracting 
the ſubſtance of ſome parts of the 6th chapter of 
Monteſquieu's Riſe and Fall of rhe Roman Empire, 
in which he points out the means by which Rome 


attained to univerſal empire, and compare them with 


ſome traits. in the politics of France, by which it 
will be ſeen Rome is her model :—*< If“ ſays he 
they were engaged in war with ſeveral enemies at 
the ſame time, they granted a truce to the weakeſt, 
who thought themſelves happy in obtaining it ; con- 
ſidering it as a great advantage that their ruin had 
been ſuſpended.” France has in the fame manner 
exerciſed an unwearied endeavor by bribing one 
power with the ſpoils of another to detach it from. 
the coalition and has ultimately ſucceeded in redu- 
cing the contederacy to a ſingle enemy—* If at any 
time the people of a foreign nation ſent individual 
offenders to them they refuſed to puniſh them, chooſ- 


L 


ing rather to confider the whole nation as guilty and 
TE 


erve to themſclves a uſeful vengeance.” France 


has made war upon the Romans, ſubverted their 
government, and no doubt will add their country to 
the number of her faicllite Republics; all this has 
deen done too for the acts of individuals, without 


waiting for their puniſhment by the government— 
ſhe made the murder of ſome of her ſoldiers in like 
manner the, pretext. for invading and partitioning 
Venice, and ſome conduct of individuals the pre- 
tence for attacking and enn the Pays de 


Vaud, and thus is Switzerland the pride and boaſt of 
republics for ſo many ages, about to be melted 
down into the maſs of her mighty power. When 


the ſhall get into Spain by virtue of the grant lately 
given, to march 70, ooo troops through her domin- 
ions to Portugal, ſhe will only have to excite ſome of 


her ſoldiers to acts of inſolence, which will provoke 


1 
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ſome Spaniſh peaſants, to commit an outrage upon 
them, and we ſhall ſoon be informed that a few 
ſprouts of her prolific tree of liberty are planted in 
Madrid. nt nn rr BT Ty a 1 
„Whenever they granted peace they compelled 
their former enemy to join them.“ This France has 
conſtantly done wherever ſhe has had the power to 
compel it. . ods oaobiaas 
Whenever a people threw off their allegiance to 
their ſovereign, they became their ally,” France 
here has even ſurpaſſed her model, for ſhe has invi- 
ted the people every where to throw off their allegi- 
ance, has iſſued a decree by which ſhe dire&s her 
generals to give protection to rebels, and in order to 
give this order greater publicity, ſhe hasordered it to 


be publiſhed in all languages Holland and Belgium 


and Italy if not Switzerland have partaken of her 
pater nal protection. 3 


« In becoming her ally they were ſafe againſt all 


the world but became Roman vaſſals.” Let us be- 
hold the late procedings in Holland, let us ſee the 
gonſtitutions formed by the Dutch convention laid 
aide at the command of France, and let us behold 
ige French faction re- acting the fourth of Septem- 
Her and impriſoning thoſe deputies who were againſt 
che confolidation of the ſtates, behold” the French 


zuiniſter congratulating in a public addreſs, theſe 


_ creatures of his will, ſee him occupying the palace 


of the ſtadtholder and giving law to this fallen and 
degraded country, and we may then ſee how far 


they have adhered to their model in this particular. 
Theſe allies were indebted to them for their new 


government and this conſtituted a conſtant obliga- 


tion.” By this we may underſtand ſomething of 
the extent of the doctrine of gratitude which we 


have heard ſo much about for theſe few years paſt 


Whenever they admitted any cities to freedom 


they divided them into factions and ruled them by 
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their own diviſions.” This is not only the method 


which France takes to rule after ſhe has conquered, 


but her method of conijuering “ It was their max- 


France has not waited for others to aſk, ſſie has 


"conſtantly obtruded her favours upon others, unfoli.. 
cited We remember how frequently ſhe has en- 


couraged us to take vigorous meaſures of re- action 
gail England and if we were not able to revenge 
ourſelves upon her, France was ready to aid us 
But wiſely have we avoided her aid; it would have 


proved more deleterious to America, than the yel-⸗ 


low fever has to Philadelphia When they 
conquered, they pretended to conquer for the bene- 
fit of others We have had ample proof of the 
ſolicitudes of France, for reſcuing nations from tlie 


yoke of their former tyrants—“ They always impo- 
Ted contributions when they made peace in order bj 
impoſing taxes to weaken the affections of the people 
lo weaken the affections of the people for their go- 


vernment in every country is the object of her conſtant 


hopes. Thefe are the means by which Rome gave 


the law to nations, and theſe are the means by which 


France has already laid proſtrate, not the monarchies 


againſt whom ſhe declared vengeance, but the re- 


publics for which ſhe has profeſſed ſo much friend- 


ſhip; and theſe are the means by which ſhe is ſtill pro- 


greſſing to the empire of nations It will be aſked, 


do we expect to check her progreſs? IL anſwer, as 
far as regards ourſelves, we may poſſibly check it, 


provided we ceaſe to impeach our own government 
with a neglect of the means of conciliating this 
proud republic 3- provided, we unite in one opinion 
as to her deſigns and in one ſentiment to repel her 
attempts. It is vain to imagine little conceſſions, and 


ſubmiſſion after ſubmiſſion will avert the fate which 
ſhe deſigns, or that any thing our government could 
have done would have exempted us from that ſeourge 
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which the is every. where inflictiag We know the 
character of Frenchmen under Lewis the 14th, we 
know how repeatedly and unprovokedly he invaded 
the Dutch, the various arts and mancnvres“ he 
uſed to lull the Gly. monarch. of England into an ac- 
. quiefcence to his ſcheme of conquering Europe— 
We know his repeated attempts to raiſe the Duke 
of Bavaria to the imperial throne that by this crea- 
ture of his will, he might break the power of Ger. 
. many and give law to Europe. All theſe projects 
and many more, French writers and particularly the 
. Abbe Mably, confeſſes were founded in a determi- 
nation to aſſume the empire of the world; but it 
was ſaid when the monarchy tumbled, the only _— 
bition of Frenchmen would he to make man ha 


 , —The millennium was to commence, the cha 565 
. mankind were to be broken in pieces, and peace, the 


natural ſtate of man was never to be forſaken—She, 


Aike Hercules to be ſure was to become a monſter-kil- 


ler and exterminate monarchy from the face of the 


earth, but her chivalrous feats were only to be direQ- 


- vd againſt monarchs How far ſhe has fulfilled. her 
promiſes let the republics of Holland, of Geneva, of 


Venice, of Genoa, and Switzerland and America bear 


witneſs. My fellow citizens, France is ſtill France and 
that ſame ſpirit which under the monarchy actuated 


the citizen to loſe ſight of himſelf. and his individu- 


al happineſs in contemplating the ſplendor of the 


grand monarch, which induced him to ſubmit with 
pleaſure to indi vidual wretchedneſsfor theextenſion of 
his country's fame, is now flouriſhing in greater vigor 
under the extended limits of the Republic Every. 
where is the. extending her own dominion under the 
pretence of eſtabliſhing republics independent and 
ine how Trop 180 are 12 85 will ſee by Buonaparte $ 
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arifwer to the deputation of the city of Milan who 


came to him to complain about ſome of the articles! 


of the treaty with the emperor—ſays he, Not 
more the enemy of royaliſts than diforgamizers; I 
am about ſetting out for France; I leave yen che 
liberty of your republic with twenty-five: thouſant 
men to defend it, I wilt compoſe for you a legiſlative 
body of wiſe and honeſt men. It is yours to enjoy 
the benefits of a revolution which has not coft you 
a ſingle drop of blood; if you abuſe it I will return 
with the rapidity of an eagle to reduce and puniſſ 
you. In the meantime remember you are a con- 
quered people; I am here the legiſlative ſ the exeeu- 
tive too it ſeems) power, and your heads fhall drop 


at the leaſt trouble or diſorder af which you alt 


be the authors.“ This is the way ſhe gives freedom 
to nations and this is the way ſhe intends to give 
freedom to us and reſeue us from the tyranny of the 
Anglo faction of which we have heard ſe much. 
To reduce us to the ſtate of the Milaneſe or Cifal 
pine republics and to let Buonaparte make ceniſtitu- 
tions and compel us to adopt them with à detath- 
ment of troops in our convention: is her object, and 


our refuſal to ſuffer all this is the grievance of whien 


the complains, until which is fuffered, ſhe will net 
receive dur miniſters, nor ceaſe her depredations. Ibe. 
ieve then you will agree with me that it was not in 
the power of our government to have averted the 
misfortunes wich this nation is determined to im 
fit upon mankind*—Let us now enquire into the 


. * Heucundr ted yaoffending Gejevela h a Gagnlar jnflance. of han total 
diſregard of neutral rigbs— Ia 1592, the reſolved to attack Savoy, and gave orders 
to this effect, to General Momeſquiou, that as the poſſeſſion of Gene va was eſſen · 
lia io the ſetnruy df Bivoy; he was to emer it, by force, if seceſſary, sad take 
29,008 muſkets, which were io it, and of which the French republic was inneed, 
dad theilotter: of the Miniſter at War (Servas) concludes thus if you are told 
theſe-muſkets are neceſſary to the ſecurity of the town Genevs) you may temove 
Jew opprehenſioas by leaving them 4:0r g000-men to take care of them. * Vo 
ay thus convert Geneve into barrier of the republic.” They did enter Ge- 
neva and took poſf: fſion of the ton, not-becauls they had any querrel-with 
them, but becauſe it enabled them to attack, to advantage, Savoy, thi s manifeſt 
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origin and nature df thoſe calumnies which have at. 
tempted ſuch inroads upon the reputation of outs 
goveramgnt and threatened its exiſtence. | + 
If your government were as bad as has been re- 
preſented, I woulg-not heſitate to declare it ought to 
demoliſhed— But it muſt be the conſolation of 
every American, that the | happineſs, internal tran- 
ility and contentment of our citizens gives the 
lie direct to the infamous ſlanderers of its purity, 


and that it only requires a knowledge of its mea- 
ſures to receive the approbation of its conſtituents 
But whence. ariſe all theſe infamous falſehoods 
which aflail us in many directions? They in a great 
meaſuxe originate from thoſe vile ſcoundrels who 
X oy their daily bread by flander and who. fear nor 


ate nothing ſo much as virtue who are conſtant- 
ly, preaching about the liberty of the preſs and con- 
ſtantly practiſing the moſt certain means of its de- 
{truQtion; ; + who tell us of the excellency of the 


trial by: jury and of the liberty of the preſs, and yet 

_ conſtantly ſpeak. in terms of the higheſt, admira- 
tion of a country, and its government, where the tri- 

© al of its citizens is preceded by their execution and 
; Where every printer in the nation has been oltraci- 
ſed, Who did not. preciſely ſtep to the tune of the 
directorial mandates who are always talking about 
the bleſſings of peace and the calamities of war and 


doring the nation which makes war a trade who 
are always clamouring about executive -encroach- 
ments, and palliate. and excuſe the acts of. a govern. 
ment whoſe executive is a horde of plunderers, equal- 
* of the rights of the . e its 22 5455 and 


bb of the 2 of ens Des eee in RS run 1 8 
all her ( ubſequent ads, and this tame ſpirit, it is which, in order to plunder Eng- 
And, prompted het to pluaſler our commerce, which the now continues to rob 
item a ſpitit of wanton; rapycity—ang yet after ſuck conduct to every natios wich- 
im her reach, ſome are ſo weak or deſigning: a8 to aſcribe all her violations of our 
£ammerce io the Britiſh Treaty. For the above account of their conduẽt ut 
Ae ke D'Iveeupiaſs account 1 7 the revolution al ROO, 
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the world. Theſe abandoned miſcreants many of 


whom have recently fled ſrom the juſt vengeance of 


offended juſtice, pretend to a monopoly of po- 
litical information and dogmatically denounce ev- 
ery act of your government--They hate laws, but 
as they know laws whilſt exiſting only. in the ſtatute 
book are innocent things, they hate the executors of 
the laws worſe thanthe laws themſelves—Hence their 
conſtant attempts to undermine executive authority 
Hence every act of the wiſe and virtuous: Waſh- 
ington was both wicked and fooliſh—His proclama- 
tion of neutrality, intended merely as à paternal 
and friendly monitor to ſuch of his fellow citizens 


as might be. ſuppoſed ignorant of the duties and 


rights of their neutral ſituation, leſt they ſhould of- 


fend againſt exiſting laws, and incur puniſhments. of 
which they were ignorant, was affailed with the molt 
virulent inveCtives becauſe he did. not chuſe to give 


up the ſovereignty of his country to a foreign minil- 
ter, and to be forced into a war which United Ameri- 
ca proclaimed her averſion to; he was calumni- 


ated and vilified for the coldneſs of his attachment to 


republicaniſm—Yes this venerable perſouage, whoſe 
fame has penetrated into every region of the world, 
and the knowledge of whoſe virtues is co-extenfive 
with the knowledge of his name, who is equally the 
admiration of the civilized, and ſavage man, and 
whoſe wiſdom and patriotiſm every where ſhine like 


the light of Heaven upon the whole face of our coun- 


try, and are every where reflected and characteriſed 


in its proſperity ; he has been diſcovered to be a fool 


and a traitor, and the infamous letter of Thomas 


Paine, fit only to be burnt by the hang-man, has been 


circulated with an induſtry which it ſeems will ne. 


ver tire. How then could his ſucceſſor expect to 
be exempted from thoſe torrents of malignant falſe- 


Thi letter has been advertiſed for ſale erery day in the Aurora, I believe | 


for at leaſt a twWelvemonth. 
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G 
hoods which. have been conſtantly. poured forth a- 
gainſt him? He did not expect, nor did any body 


expect it Virtue and Vice can no more unite than 


oil and water, and he was likely to be affailed in 
proportion to his merits, to his independence of ſen- 
timent and love of country : for in proportion to 


his firmneſs in theſe reſpects, was he an unfit inſtru- 


ment for enforcing the deſigns of the Devotees of 
France. Accordingly every flander for which there 


was the leaft plauſibility,was induſtriouſly propagated 


in order to prevent his election; and as it was well 
known there exiſted in this country an exceſſive 
jealouſy of monarchical and hereditary power, he 


was repreſented as the friend of monarchy and here- 


ditary honors.—As ſoon, however, . as theſe a attempts 
had been found to have failed in effecting their ob- 
jets, the party, forgetting that independence of mind 
which had ſo eminently characterized him in the 


American councils and in European cabinets, vainly 


imagined they might accompliſh by flattety, what 
they could not effect by abuſe. Accordingly, im- 
mediately after his qualification as preſident, thoſe 
preffes which had before vomited forth more flan- 


ders, than did Veſuvius or Etna ever emit of Cinders: 


and of Lava, began to celebrate him to the ſkies, as 
4 firm, virtuous and ſtern republican, and the inimi- 


table ſupporter of the Rights of Man They were 
ſoon convinced, however, that this ſhallow artifice 
had failed, for this Was not a period to temporize or 


to manifeſt” a fimid and wavering condu&. In his 
ſpeech, therefore, to Congrels, at their extraordinary 
ſeſſion, he came forth and boldly announced to the 
world the principles upon which his adminiſtration 
would be guided thereby, declaring he never meant 
to deviate from that ſyſtem of meaſures which his 
predeceſſor had ſo deliberately and uprightly eſtab- 
liſhed. . The baſis upon which ſo much. of the hopes 


of this party had been erected, viz. a change 1 in the 
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ſyſtem of Waſhington's adminiſtration, now tumbled 
into ruins and their proſpeQs with it—And this it was 
which I conceive to be the great cauſe of that cha- 
grin & irriation which was manifeſted in every coun- 


tenance—Becauſe he ſpoke in manly though decent 


terms of the unprecedented treatmentof our miniſter, 
becauſe he ſuppoſed from the ſpeech of Barras, (what 
we now have inconteſtibly evinced) that France con- 
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of European nations, without 18 8 for out- 
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| ſooner were our enyoys nominated, than, becauſe 
. they were men of well known abilities and integri- 
ty and therefore not likely to become either the 
Apes or the tools of France, they were repreſented as 
men of monarchical attachments, enemies of France 
and friends of her enemies Thus did this party 
take the means of marring the miſſion at the outſet, 
and might poſhbly have contributed to its failure ; 
as ſoon, however, as it was underſtood our Envoys 
were not received, forasmuch as the blame muſt be 
attributed to our adminiſtration, it wag conjectured 
until it was taken for granted, that their inſtructions 
Were unfriendly and too limitted to procure peace 
with the French republic, on terms that were rea- 
ſonable or juſt—The preſident was repreſented fs 
having been in conſpiracy with Pichegru for the fub- 
. verſion of Woe e AR the reſtoration of monar- 
Chy. The moſt infamous falſehoods have been circu. 
lated to impreſs upon the public mind, that the pre- 
ſident was attentive to nothing more than to making 
the fortunes of himſelf and his family—He has been 
repreſented as having received, together with his ſon, 
eighty thouſand dollars in one year—Independently 
of the infamous falſehood, it is enough to be obſerv- 
_ed that, that he receives no more than has been fixed 
for his predeceſſor, by an act of Congreſs, and that 
Bis ſon receives the ſame as every other miniſter of 
the ſame grade But ſince ſo many falſehoods. have 
been circulated relative to 9 85 appointments, it 
may not be improper to ſtate, the circumſtances per- 
taining to them, Mr. Adams, ſon of the preſident, 
was nominated by General Waſhington, and the no- 
mination approved by the ſenate, as miniſter reſident 
ok the Hague Having reſided there ſome time, and 

given evidences of that attention to the intereſt of our 
country, and of thoſe talents which diftinguiſhed. the 
enlightened public functionary in the line of diplo- 
macy, General Waſhington thought proper to no- 
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came into the prefidency, his ſon, ſtood as high as | 
Hon the liſt of foreign miniſters, Whether 
d to rank or ſala y All that has been done 
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he could 
with regard to ran Y y—4All that | 
ſince the preſidency has devolved upon Mr. Ad 


1 * 


is merely to change the court for which he was def. 
tined. It has been repeatedly repreſented that Mr. 
Adams had received more out-fits than uſual, and - 


© — 


ing extract from the leiter of à member of Congre 


which ſeems to have been intended ag a public letter. 
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» See Mr. Findley's letter, &., 


minate him tothe court of Liſbon, and to raiſe ui: 
grade from that of a miniſtet-feſident to that of 4 
miniſter plenipotentiary— This nomination was ra- 
tified by the ſenate—Accordingly, when 3 15 


thoſe muſt be aſtoniſhed who | Tee the follow. 
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the ſupreme executive magiſtrate can do no wron 


and therefore the patriots of our country have eſta- 


bliſhed it as a maxim,. that he never can do right, 


In order that they might diſcloſe to the world the 8 


unparalleled vigilance with which they watch over 
the ri ts of their country 1 in an unceaſing attention 
to all roceedings of its public agents they have 
Sed forth the moſt violent philippics againſt his 
Proc tion a 50 1 and humiliarion— This 
is ae ertract rom Bache's paper on the ſübject 
= Most | ſt good, wen took on. t e Preſidentꝰs $ ats 
- Proglamation for faſting, Agen tn and prayer, 
ee of thoſe apparently, humble, .hypoeritical 

and. deluGye, m ethods by which tyrants, . have 
. ef gan” ie Fophazhon, 'of 0] preſſing 


heh, © ith. Len in all ages Hape beet oppreſſed 


883 Vs ' devotion-—the book of life 


Wet 'of LA m. on ers in ſheeps clothing; and 0 


them, putas more. 200 erous than even A Sewall, a 
per” 4b Bat what are We to | Expedt from 


5 ee; 55 and Abandoned atheiſts ? Again 
aA Mex. lame 1 are theſe exprefſions—<« America 
W 1 55 "ns for the French. : are to niake £ 


Wai er he 


aten . deft tined tg: occupy 4 15 erior ſtation. at no 
nt period Oy hen the. 

Th 1 755 tlie 1 Tarr drama, and truly it would 

be ludftrous to ſuppoſe, that the else a1 

cankered murmurs, of blind, bald, cripp Ted, tooth. 

leſs: ams, qr the venal mactifoitions” 'of the exe 

Baß tide waiters, cake catchers,” meat mongers, 


bubb 0 gulpers—the Sewalls Otis's and Har pers 


can bave any other effeck, than afford additional and 


experimental . of the folly” of truſting ſuch 


men -with Bower.“ Theſe may | be conſidered as the 
full gr grown. flowers of 1 ene and of whick there 


exilt many more equally deleQible to the olfactory 
nerves of our full died patriots—F bores tales in 


Hane. . The.Aifpptches fo. long, anticipated 


rench” land here 1 
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and languiſhed after by every perſon intereſted in 
his country's happineſs, at length 'arrived—inftead 


of removing the ſolicitude of Our country, Which 


exiſted relative to our affairs with France, they give 
us an awful warning of the probably ſpeedy explo-- 
ſion of the long . cn tempeſt— The Preſident 
ſaw in them thoſe evidences of an incurable corrup-- 
tion, which forbad us to calculate any longer on the 
enjoyment of peace and which ſeemed ſtrongly to 
| enforce upon Congreſs, the neceſſity of thoſe mea- 
Tures of defence which he had before recommended 
He alſo informed us that he no longer conſidered. 
himſelf juſtifiable in continuing thoſe inſtructions, 
which under a different aſpect of affairs we had giv- 
en to the officers of the cuſtoms, ' prohibiting the 


grant of clearances to ſuch veſſels as were armed, 


except in certain caſes; and left the ſubject to be ta- 
ken up and either authorized, restricted or prohibi-. 
ted as Congreſs might think adviſeable. In this he 
Aid what it was his duty to do—to continue theſe 
prohibitions contrary to his own ſenſe of juſtice and 
"Tight, and attach to himſelf all the reſponſibility of 
a meaſure which was confidered as cruel and un- 
warrantable, by the mercantile part of the commu- 


nity, would have been folly in the extreme, and his 


duty to himſelf and to his country required that he 
ſhould no longer delay, eſpecially too as Congreſs 
were in ſeſſion and could take a more extenſive view 
and make more extenſive arrangements than he could 
'do—This meſſage however was called a declaration 
'of war and this is the third time he has declared 


war—Byt the Preſident withheld the diſpatches and 
inſtructions not from a fear of expoſing as has been 


repeatedly ſuggeſted his enmity to France or France's 
friendſhip for us, becauſe the inſtructions unequi vo- 


cally evince the moſt ardent deſire of peace with 


France and becauſe the diſpatches, exhibit ample juſ- 


tification of his communication to congreſs 11 at 
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once diſſipate all the vile calumnies againſt him— 


As connected with this Tubje& I feel an impulſe 
which I cannot readily. refiſt in this place, to 
give ſome of the outlines of congreſſional procedure 


at this important criſis and of which had it not been 
for the diſcloſure. of executive purity and wiſdom 


by the communication of the inſtruQions and dif- 


patches, evidences < ſtrong as holy writ,” no man 


could have calculated the event Whilſt I lay open 
to public inſpection the meaſures of my political op- 
ponents, I ſhall leave it to the world to aſſign the mo- 
tives for their conduct To attach to all thoſe who 
differ from me in political principles the epithet of 
diſhoneſt, is inconſiſtent with that liberality of which, 
amidſt the colliſions of party diſputes, I hope ne- 
ver to be diveſted—on the contrary to ſay all ſuch 
are upright in their intentions, would be to ſay more 


than I believe ever can be ſaid of the Tame number 


e 3 31 f 5 7 4 , 34 . n x A 
of men engaged in one purſuit—whatever may be 


the motives, the effects of certain meaſures lately 
purſued have in my humble opinion been calculated 


to ſtrike at the roots of our government and to in- 


duce revolution within and to invite aggreſſion from 


without That France has been encouraged in her 


ſyſtem of aggreſſion and haughtineſs of her demands, 


by the ſyſtematic oppoſition which has been uncea- 


ſingly evinced to almoſt all the meaſures of adminiſ. 


tration is to me no longer a matter of doubt. For 


Proof of this opinion we need only attend to the 
_ "following documents--Let us ſee. firſt, what Mr. 


Pinckney has ſaid upon this Ruble, and whoſe au- 


thority I highly eſtimate—Speaking in his commu- 


nications to our government, he ſays, © Thoſe who 


_ conſider us às being of ſome conſequence, ſeem to 
| Have taken up an idea that our government acts up- 


on principles oppoſed to the real ſentiments of a 
large majority of the people, and they are willing to 
temporize until the event of the election of the Pre- 
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fident is known, thinking that if one public charac- 
ter is choſen, he will be attached to the intereſt of 
Britain, and that if another character is elected he 
will be (to uſe the expreſſion of Dupont de Nemours 
in the council of Ancients) devoted to the intereſts 
of France.“ Let us attend to ſome part of the late 
diſpatches and we ſhall ſee the ſame idea enlarged 
upon by M. V. in his converſation with our miniſ- 
ters—* Perhaps, ſaid he, you believe that in re- 


turning and expoſing to your countrymen the un- 


reaſonableneſs of thè demands of this government, 
you will unite them in their reſiſtance to theſe de- 
mands; you are miſtaken : You ought to know 
the diplomatic ſkill of France, and the means the 
| poſſeſſes in your country, are ſufficient to enable her, 

with the French party in America to throw the 
blame which will attend the rupture of the negotia- 
tion, on the federaliſts as you term yourſelves, but 
on the Britiſh party as France terms you.” I might 
cite many other inſtances to this effect, but perhaps 
the moſt concluſive teſtimony of the means by which 
France expects to enchain all nations, that is by in- 
ternal diyiſtons and that all her proſpects wherever 


ſhe turns her attention are founded on this plan, ex- | 
iſts in the addreſs of the directory to the army of 


Enigland—* At the height, fay they, © at which 


the French are, their, will is viftory, therefore let 
the army of England go and dictate peace in Lon- 


den: and there alſo republicans; you will find aux. 


iliaries, and there alſo you will find many men, 


v hom reaſon has not ſufficiently abandoned, to pre- 


vent them from being ſenſible of the odium, which 


and there alſo you will find thouſands of thoſe gene- 
Tous men who ftruggle this long time in order to 


obtain a parliamentary reformation” Again in their 


proclamation. to the people of France they Lay, 


Frenchmeir it is your ambition to ovefthrow the 


* 


1 


their government ſpreads over the Engliſh name, 


* 


Ul 
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dominion of the. Engliſh cabinet, and it is by no 
means your intention to enſlaue the Engliſh people. 
After the unchecked ſucreſs of the republican arms, 
that people will owe you the obligation of having 
reſcued them from the weighthf enormous taxes, Kc. 
. Theſearea few of an infinite number of inſtances from 
which it appears her plan is alwaysto make war upongo- 
yernments under pretext that it is for the happineſs of 
the people and that ſhe e oppoſition; 
to government with her cauſe When ſhe'ſhall have; 
alienated the affections of the people from their go-. 
Fernment and turned their heads with notions, of 
Uberty and equality, ſhe has nothing to do. but ſend 
a projeQing army torally the patriots or ſans-culottes. 
and to promiſe to ere& upon the ruins of their exiſting 
government, the fabric of her own choice which ſhe. 


ed to be more deſpotic than any abſolute monarchy- 
now known to exiſt. Having tried this expedient, and 
Wherever ſhe has tried it found it to ſucceed, ſhe 
has very rationally concluded the ſame meaſures will . 
have the ſame effect every where, and fancies ſhe has 


ture have been calculated to encourage her demands. 


If any perſons ſhould ſuppoſe that France is inatten- 


tive to the proceedings of congreſs, I requeſt them 
to read Mr. Fanchet's pamphlet on American affairs 
and they will find he therein recommends it to the 


people of France to ſearch, for a juſtification of 


their country and the crimination of our adminiſ- 


tration in the meaſures we had adopted in regard to 
France, in the ſpeech. of a member of the Houſe of _ 
Repreſentatives from Virginia=At the time this 


ſpeech was delivered, it was remarked by ſome gen. 
tlemen in reply to it, that it wore rather the com- 
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calls a republic, but which is found by experience 


ample materials in America for reducing us to the 
ſtate of Holland or, of Belgium Having ſaid this 
much of her views and her ichemes, let us ſee how 
far ſome of the progeedings of our national legiſla-. 


JJ... EE I gen TE LL I !,, es 4 ed” os ̃ é... ̃ĩè - . eat 


ONS > 2 3 FOES A. # 8 FRY : 
r ⁵ ↄ ᷣ V ¶— Dadra . 
3553.28 FE. 8 of | i „„ 
* * x pA ſw: 4 a 8 n 
2 EY 8 * FFT n * 4 7 


8 


. 


plexion of the ſpeech of an advocate general of the 
French Republic, than of a member of the Ameri- 
can legiſlature ; for. ir abounded in an unqualified 
approbation of the meaſures of France and in the 
moſt violent philippics againſt the adminiſtration of 
Waſhington. Even her new doctrines about free 
ſhips making free goods, and her new law of contra- 
band, were ſupported contrary to her own former 
example and contrary to the authority of Mr. Jeffer- 
ſon, an authority which that gentleman had always be- 
fore been fond to quote. I donotcitethisas aninſtance 
of corruption or ſiniſter views, but ſtate it as a fact 
which ought to have weight in developing the prin- 
ciples upon which the extravagance of her demands 
have been founded—But this was not the only ſpeech 
which was delivered calculated to encourage her in 
her ſyſtem, Many ſpeeches were made in which 
all the outrages upon our country were merged in 
the maſs of gratitude which Americans were faid to 
owe to Frenchmen and calculated to impreſs upon 
France an opinion that no acts of injuſtice would ev- 
er cancel the obligation. The outrages of Fngland 
for which compenſation was already ſtipulated were 
repeatedly brought into view, and one gentleman. 
let the ground of diſcuſſion and ſoared into the 
regions of poetry to inform the Houſe about the 
light of his paternal manſion, which had been fired 
dy the hands of Engliſhmen. Indeed there appear- 
ed a determination to juſtify France in every thing 
ſhe had done, by criminating the adminiſtration for 
every thing it had already done and by a predeter- 
mination to induce a belief that it would do nothing 
in future which it ought to do. For although the 
Preſident had expreſſed an ardent and ſincere deſire 
for peace with France, and had notified us of his in- 
tention to inſtitute another attempt at negotiation, 
yet it was declared that he was hoſtile to France, and 
one gentleman went fo far as to ſay, in the courſe of 
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debate, that he had no confidence in the-executive, 


and he believed him to be hypocritical in his | preten- 
ces for preſerving peace—But the Preſident, in order 
that no doubts might be entertained as to bis fincer- 


_ ity made this reply to the anſwer of the Houſe of 


Repreſentatives, © I pray you, gentlemen, to be- 
lieve and communicate to our conſtituents, that no 


event which 1 can ſee to be attainable, by any exer- 


tions of mine in the diſcharge of my duty, can af. 
ford me ſo much cordial ſatisfaction as to conduct a 
negotiation with the French Republic, to a removal 


of complaints, a correction of errors, a diſſipation 


of prejudices, an accommodation of differences and 


2a reſtoration of harmony and affection to the mu- 


tual ſatisfaction of both nations,” &c. Now who- 


ever diſbelieved the ſincerity of the Preſident after 


this declaration muſt have believed him to be a ſin- 
Fu lar compoſition of hypocriſy indeed And we do 


ow that many did diſbelieve him or affect to do 
it. Yes, as was the caſe with the regard to Mr. Pinck- 
ney's inſtructions, we know the conſtant clamor has 
been that the inſtructions to our preſent envoys were 
not co-extenſive with thoſe liberal and equitable 
views which ougbt to be extended to France—But 


- what muſt theſe gentlemen believe ſince the diſclo- 


ſure of the inſtructions? that they have circulated 
the moſt unfounded calumnies againſt the character 


of the Preſident, for Ts every man of feeling 


ought to expreſs the utmoſt contrition, and every 


man of candor is bound by his duties to his country, 
to its calumniated chief magiſtrate and to his own 
reputation, to be as explicit in his retractation as in 


his accuſations—But I confeſs I have liſtened in 


_ vain to hear ſuch retractations. In ſome inſtances 


and from ſome gentlemen, I have heard it faid with 
a half ſmothered voice, that the preſent inſtructions 
were liberal enough, 84 55 have heard no apology 
nor any ſorrow expreſied dr e unfounded fuſpi- 
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cions as they have n Every body recolle&s 
the bitter philippics iſſued forth againſt the execu- 
tive, for having ſent to Sn tlie er meſ- 


ſage:— 


Gentlemen 'of the Senate, 5 LE: 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of e 5 

THE diſpatches, from the envoys extraordinary 
of the United States to the French Republic, which 
were mentioned in my meſſage to both Houſes of 


Congreſs, of the fifth inſtant, TO \ panes ined | 


and maturely conſidered. 


While I feel a ſatisfaction in informing you, hat 
their exertions, for the adjuſtment of the differen- 
ces, between the two nations, have been ſincere and 


| r it is incumbent on me, to declare, that 


erceiye no ground of expeQation, that the objects 
of their miſſion, can be accompliſhed, on terms 
compatible with the ſafety, honor, or the efſential 
intereſts of the nation. 


This reſult, cannot with juſtice, ! de Fe to | 
| any want of moderation on the part of this govern- 


ment, or to any indiſpoſition to forego, ſecondary 
intereſts, for the preſervation of peace. Knowing it 
to be my duty, and believing it to be your wiſh, as 
well as that of the great body of the people, to avoid 
by all reaſonable conceſſions, any participation in the 


contentions of Europe, the powers veſted in our en- 
voys were commenſurate with a liberal and pacific 
policy, and that high confidence which might juſtly 
be repoſed in the abilities, patriotiſm and integrity 
of the characters to whom the n 3 was com- 


mitted. After a careful review of the whole ſubject, 


with the aid of all the information I have received, 

T can diſcern. nothing, which could have infured 
or contributed to ſucceſs, that has been omitted on 
my part, and nothing further which can be attempt- 


aa, conſiſtently with maxims for which our country 
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has contended, at every hazard, und which conſti- 


tute the baſis of our National Sovereignty. 


Under theſe circumſtances, I cannot forbear to re- 


iterate the recommendations which have been for- 


merly made, and to exhort you te adopt with promp- 
titude, decifion and unanimity, ſuch meaſures as the 


ample reſources of the country afford, for the pro- 


teckiòn of our ſea-faring and commercial citizens; 3 


for the defence of any expoſed portions of our terri- 


tory ; for repleniſhing our arſenals,. eſtabliſhing 
foundries and military manufactures; and to pro- 
vide ſuch efficient revenue, as will be neceſſary to 
deftay extraordinary expenſes, and ſupply the defi- 
ciency which may be occafioned. by depredations on 
our commerce. 

The preſent ſtate of things, is fo eſentially differ. 
ent, from that, in which inſtructions were given to 
collectors to reſtrain veſſels of the United States from 
ſailing in an armed eoudition, that the principle, on 
which thoſe orders were iſſued, has ceaſed to exiſt. 


I therefore deem it proper to inform congreſs, that 


I no longer conceive myſelf juſtifiable in continuing 


them, unleſs in particular caſes, where there may 
be reaſonable ground of faſpicion; that ſuch mage 


are intended to be emyloyed contrary to lf. 


In all your proceedings, it will be im Zortant to 
manifeſt a zeal, vigour and concert in defence of 
the national rights, KOREA to. the e with 
which they are threatened. | 

DP JOHN ADAMS. 
United States, March 19, 1758. er 


This meſiage was called a ee e ab: war, nd 
it was ſaid it had every where excited through the 


country the utmoſt alarm—1 admit that alarm was 


excited in conſequence of this communication and 


that it ought to have been excited, but I believe the 
alarm grew rather out of the facts communicated, 
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ple were alarmed, to be informed officially, that ev. f 


perfectly ready to proceed without the diſpatches. © E 


. 


mittee, than the plan was brought to light by the 
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than out of the communication efebf Ves, . 


ery reaſonable conceſſion had been made and that | 
the eminent abilities which were knownito charac-: 5 
teriſe our commiſſioners, and their utmoſt endeavors 8 N 
had been exerted in vain to conciliate this haughty ; 
republic; becauſe, they ſaw no other probable al- | 


5 
i 
1 


ternative but ſubmiſſion or war But it was moſt | 


artfully contrived, to propagate through the ee 
an opinion that the Prefident withheld the diſpatch- 
es, becauſe he was afraid to diſcloſe them, leſt theß 
ſhould evince the truth of their ill founded ſuſpicions 
relative to his diſpoſition for conciliating France, 
and that the revocation of his orders to the officers 

of the cuſtoms, was tantamount to a declaration of 
war—Let us retrace the progreſs of congreſſional 
procedure in this reſpe&—It will be recollected thar' 
after this communication, there was a motion made 
for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of 
the Whole to appropriate money for completing the 
frigates. This motion was oppoſed, upon the ground 
that it was a part of the war ſyſtem as it was called 
and from a determination to do nothing tending 
towards military preparation until the diſpatches 5 
were communicated A few days after this, thoſe very: 
gentlemen who had ſo ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed the go- 
ing into the ſubject of appropriation, became albof 

a ſudden very anxious to go into the committee of 
the whole on the ſtate of the Union, and were now- 
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A conduct ſo very different from what had been exhi- 
bited a few days before, appeared to many inveloped 

in myſtery, but many e ſaw) in this ſudden.” 
change ſome ſecret and hidden deſign, but all were 
at a loſs to aſcertain its nature or its extent No 
ſooner however, had the houſe gotten into this com- 


novel exhibition of the famous declaration of — 
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cover that the diſpatches" were with | 
the apprehenfions of the Preſident as to their ten- 
dency if publiſnhed to commit the ſafety of our en- 


ASE "A "nl, \ Sethe. | 


A reſolution was brought forward, by which it was 
declared to be inexpedient to reſort to war with: 
the French Republic.“ There can be no doubt, 
that war cannot be conſidered as exiſting, but by the 
declaration of it by congreſs, and therefore we 
ſhould ſtand preciſely in the ſame ſtate after the a- 


_ doption of this vague and negative reſolution as be- 


fore. If any act of the executive was: ſuppoſed to 
have a tendency to war, ſuch as withdrawing the 
inſtructions, then it was neceſſary to proceed imme- 
diately to counteract the effects of the meaſure 
Why then introduce 5 by this vague, ſenſe- 


leſs: reſolution and: why inſiſt on making long decla- 
matory harangues upon this reſolution and refuſe to 
take up the ſecond which ſeemed: calculated to re- 
move the cauſes which it was ſaid would produce 
war? Moſt people underſtobl the object at the time 


and every body perfectly eomprehends it at prefent 
—lt was introduced for the pur poſe of declamation, it 
was a politicaltext which meant any thing and nothing 


and would therefore afford ample ſeope for govern- 
mental impeachment. It was intended and uſed to 


excite a+ clamor againſt the Preſident, to induce a 
belief he was determined on war with France, and 


not on account of our own injuries but to prop the 
falling fortunes of Britain? and to gratify an un- 
conquerable hatred by a public denounciation of the 


executive The fall in the price of produce was aſ- 


_ cribed not to the French arrette, which as has been 
ſhewn, ſtrikes at the roots of its exportation, not to 
the rejection of our miniſters,” but to the Preſident's 


communication But theſe gentlemen had another 
reaſon for going into e 
Id :becaufe-of 


vays; That they would be publiſhed whenever they 
ſhould leave France—beginning to ſind out too that 


gerous attack on the conſtitution, 


S 
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(1660) 


| buted four hundred letters, ſtating that the long 


wiſhed- for period had arrived, when our government 


Was to be gratified with a war with France, and an 
alliance with Britain. The following is an extract 


from the letter of. Mr. New, of Virginia. But 


veſterday exhibited to us an alarming ſpectacle as 
it reſpects war with France and her allies; but diſa- 
greeable as this may be, and ruinous, as I fear, if carri- 
ed into effect, yet more ſo to our peace and quite at 
home, as it is conceived by many here to be a dan- 
by the Preſident 
of the United States. It is, by the meſſage of that 
day, I fear we. may. date the relinquiſhment of our 
liberties, unleſs the people come forward and expreſs 


their opinions in a conſtitutional way, and by that 


means prevent the encroachments of executive pow- 
Mr. Claiboura, ER SELSL 2 . : 5 it 5 
5 8 5 
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ver, and a war with a nation which has brougltt all 
Europe at her feet, and that nation a Republic.“ 
- Here he inſerts the "meflage— This meſſage is a de- 
elaration ef war, as far as the Prefidenit's ipſe dixit 
can go, and it will be ſo conſidered by France. 
- From this #neflage-it would appear as if we had 
- .nothing to do but — the decree and go on to 
. drain our fellew citizens of their hard earnings, and 
their labours to fupply his projects, and this we are 
called upon to do from his bare declarations, without 
Feine us lis inſtructions to our envoys, or their 
etters on the ſabjedt“ It feemsthen that the revo- 
cation of theſe inftru@ions to the cuſtoms was a de- 
cClaration ef war. Whilſt che ſubjet̃t of arming mer- 
chantmen was under conſideration during the ſum- 
mer ſeſſion, the objeQiofi' appeared to be rather to 
give it a governmental ſanction than te the arma- 
ment itſelf. It was generally conceived that the mer- 
chants had a natural right to arm, and that it had 
"better reſt upon individual reſponſibility and natural 
-Tight, than to be authorized by the legiflature—The 
Preſident had informed Congreſs, t60, that the in- 
ftruckions againſt arming would expire at the meeting 
f Congrefs, and that unleſs they. interpoſed and re- 
Atrkänecdd ft, che right would be ęxereiſed or not, ac- 
cording tothe diipoſitions of the merchants. It was 
expecteſ that his inſtructions would be renewed 
f che members were ſatisfied they ſhould 
not be wiede e nor did thoſe gentlemen who now 
call the revocation of theſe inſtructiens, a declaration 
of war, take any method to prevent arming— 
But feeling the utmoſt ſolicitude for the pre- 
ſervation of peace, and determined to -omit no 
expedient, ealeulated to ſecure it, he did renew 
them; and whilit ſuck has been the rage of accuſa- 
tion againſt his determination to involve us in War, 
they have cautiouſly avoided any alluſion to this vo- 
luntary act of the Preſident, which to my mind is the 
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moſt concluſive evidence of his ardent deſire for 
peace. The fact is, they were determined to trans- 
fer all the odium of the failure of the negociation, 
from the directory to our government, and had they 
not have been brought up in the midſt of their ca- 
reer, by the publication of the inſtructions and diſ- 
patches, it is impoſſible to calculate the confequences: 


of ſuch proceedings: civil war began to be talked 


of in ſome parts of the country.“ Theſe ſeveral 
ſpeeches-and letters ſo injurious to the reputation of 
the government, ſo well calculated to alienate the af- 
fections of the people fromthe conſtituted authorities, 
are the patriotic means which have been employed to 
unite our country againſt, we know not how ſoon, not 


merely attacks upon our commerce, but our liberty 


and independence. And let me atk, when France 
finds that notwithſtanding all our advances to her for 
reconciliation, when every expedient has been ex- 
hauſted by us, for this purpoſe, and ſhe diſdainfully 
tejects us, and her conduct is juſtified by conſtant in- 
vectives againſt our own government, if ſhe has not 
reaſon to believe ſhe: may ſtill continue to encreaſe 
her demands, and from a, fervile devotion to her 
eauſe they will continue to be tolerated, if not juſti- 
fied. I have ſaid, and I think have proved, that the 
means which France has adopted for ſubjugating 


_ mankind, and which have proved more powerful than 


her arms, have been to ſpread the ſeeds of ſedition. 


and rebellion in every country, whick ſhe intends to 


invade, by repreſenting to the people the tyranny of 


heir rulers. I will readily admit that ſuch ſchemes 
are not fo likely to prevail in this country as in thoſe- 


which ſhe has invaded, and whoſe governments fle 
kas thus ſubverted. In. theſe countries, the people 
bending beneath the burthen of their oppreſſions, 
and all the property of the country being in the: 


bye been credjb!y, informed that it was frequently ſuggeſted in Vir. 
nia, that civil war would be the conſequence of war with France. 
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hands of a few; (from a ſ uppoſition that their condi- 
tion could not be worſted, ) have been willing to make 
an experiment of the new doctrines of liberty and e- 


quality In this country the great maſs of our peo- 


ple are proprietors of the ſoil and poſſeſs a perfect 
equality of civil, religious and political rights, and 
therefore ought to be ſatisfied with their ſituation— 
But however difficult it may be in this country to ex- 
eite inſurrections or to | induce people to flock 
to the ſtandard of an invading army; yet, our ex- 
perience of the inſurrection in Pennſylvania: muſt 


warn us that it is not impoſſible And if to produce 


uch effects be practicable, the conduct of ſome of the 


repreſentatives of the people, from the letters which 


have lately been publiſhed, ſeems admirably well cal- 


culated to do it But they tell: us they mean no harm 
and triumphantly aſk who has more intereſt than 


they in the prefervation of good order, and ſecu- 
rity for property, and the liberties of the country, 


and why ſhould they wiſh to invite the French, into 
this country ? I never thought it was the deſire of 
theſe gentlemen to invite them here, although I be- 


lieve their proceedings calculated to do it—I neyer 
thought them bribed by French money —I have 


always had but one opinion about the object of their 


juſtification of France. They do not juſtify France 
becauſe they have an attachment to her, or becauſe 
they think her capable of juſtification, hut they have 

a violent antipathy to ſome men high in office, and 
they juſtify France to criminate theſe characters. 


Suppoſing that unbounded gratitude ſtill to exiſt for 


France, which orice almoſt deprived us of our ſenſes, 
and uſing every expedient to keep alive thoſe ani- 
moſities againſt England, which has had ſuch an in- 
fluence upon our country; they take the advantage 
of theſe ſuppoſed predilections and antipathies, and 
make them equally the engines of executive erimi- 
nation. To ſuppoſe that men can have gratitude 


U 
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for a country which has iaflicted n more + cruel} apon 
our countrymen, than'the ſavage tribes would have. 


done were they ' equally powerful, and whoſe 
government: unites every vice which can make 


a man aſhamed of his nature, is what I never 


can believe. Give theſe gentlemen other grounds | 


of accuſation againſt the executive equally. well 


calculated to effect their purpoſes and 'F Will 
promiſe, they will compound never to ſay any 


thing more about the juſtification of France — Their 


* 


ſyſtem is aſyſtem of oppoſition and crimination of 


their opponents, and the means are to be made ſub- 
ſervient to the end when a majority is for indirect 


taxation, there is no kind of tax like a land tax; a 
land tax is propoſed and ſupported by a majority 


and moſt ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by thoſe whe have 
once wiſhed to derive from that ſource all our reve- 


nue When preparing the materials of naval de- 
| Fence they are for defence upon land, when called 


upon to 8 for defence upon land there is no 
invaſion. Thoſe who are apprehenſive 
of danger and for preparing to organize a body of 
regular troops in caſe of invaſion, are repreſented 
as wiſhing to raiſe ſtanding armies to ſtrengthen ex- 


_ ecutive prerogative, / and thus they endeavor to in- 


duce à belief that nothing is to be feared but our 


cal legerdemain they lug in upon all occaſions the 
_ Political maxim, that ſtanding armies are dangerous 


to liberty, (which was introduced as a guard againſt 


executive authority) and very wiſely conclude that 
therefore the whole government united, ought not to 
be permitted to create a ſyſtem of defence propor- 


tioneèd to the nature of the attack: And vhilſt they 


contend our militia are competent to defend us a- 


| «m0 all the world united, have terrible appre- 


enſions of ten © thouſand men— The object of 


dheſe men appears to be to diſcredit the govern- 


own government.— With all the dexterity of politi- 
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ment as at preſent adminiſtered, and to raiſe 
_ themſelves to a conſpicuous; ftation—Haring been 
mortified by their repeated and conſtant attempts to 
direct the meaſares-of the government at their will 
they have determined to ſeek ultimate retribution 
in the overthrow of their opponents—This is a prin- 
ciple which is not peculiar to our country, chmate 
or age; its illuſtration is to be found in every age, 
nation and government; it pervades all human na- 
ture and is to be found wherever man exiſts, In 
all countries there are two deſcriptions of political 
characters, the one in favor of the eſtabliſhed order 
of things, and another oppoſed: to it. This exiſts 
in the. beſt of governments as well as in the worſt, 


for otherwiſe we ſhould not find'it with us—Thoſe 


who are oppoſed to the exiſting ſyſtem of things 
wiſh to become conſpicuous z in order to do this they 
muſt: become popular—In the adminiſtration. of ev- 
ery government there is only a choice of evils, for 


every law is a deprivation apparently of pre-exiſting 

right, tho” calculated to ſecure ſome other of great» 
er importance Io ſelect ſuch- meaſures therefore 
as are beſt calculated to ſecure the: happineſs of the 


Popes is to adopt ſuch-as are liable to exception and 


y making paſlionate repreſentations to the ignorant 


and credulous of all the diſadvantages of a meaſure 
without ſtating its advantages, the public mind be- 
comes inflamed, the people are called upon by the 
clamorous and pretended guardians of their rights 
to caſhier their. oppreſſors, and to ſubſtitute in their 
places thoſe glorious champions of their liberty who 
have pointed out their oppreſſors and the means of 
avoiding them in future But no ſooner are theſe 
deliverers inſtalled in office than, foraſmuch as the 
government muſt be ſupported and it cannot be done 
but dy taxes or other meaſures which as in the caſe 


of their predeceffors are but the choice of evils, theß 
in their turn excite the elamors of ſome noify dema- 
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ous Knight Errant, who is going to and fro to deliver 


4 


gogues, are called traitors in their turn, and diſplaced 


to make room for a new ſet of patriots who ſtill excel 


them in cheir former profeſſions of devotion to the 


rights of the people, This is the procefs which all go. 


vernments conftantly undergo and which they will 


experience as lotig as flattery is the road to popular 


favor and hypocritical pretenees for a ſingular attach. 


ment to the rights of the people, are the climax by 
which ambitious men climb the aſcent of power 
And this general principle, and not an attachment to 


France (for it is impoſſible chat Any American can 


feel ſuch an attachment at this eime) I take to be the 
meaſures with regard to France. France, however, 


connects here as ſhe does elſewhere; the oppoſition 
to our own government, with a ſuppoſed attachment 


to her cauſe, and although the may poſſibly be miſ- 
taken about the motives which induce this oppoſi- 
tion and theſe attempts to. alienate the affections of 


the peoplefromthe government, yet the effects are not 


the-leſs favourable to her views. When the people 


fhall have been alarmed about executive encroach- 


ment, when they ſhall believe we are about to ex- 
change the Prefident for a hereditary monarch and 
arm him with the moſt extenſive powers; with the 
over-whelming patronage of an extenſive civil Hff, 
the power of ereating peers at pleaſure, and all the 
influence of church and ſtate united, and the power 
of raiſing ſtanding armies without the'conſent of the 
legiſlature, when they believe in all this, and in that 
rottenneſs and corruption which it is ſaid have grown 
out of exciſes and funding ſyſtems; when they be- 


lieve the facts ſtated in the letters of their own repre- 


ſentatives; can they believe there exiſts any 
greater enemy than their own government, and will 
they not be ready to welcome the great and gener- 


dee Clay's and Findley's Letters. W 


of 
1 
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mankind 1 their former tyrants ? For men to 

talk of defence, whilſt they thus ſcatter the ſeeds of 

diviſion and about the bleſſings of a government and 

country, which they profeſs highly to eſtimate, 

but conſtantly vilify, is amongſt theſe ba incom- 
or W 


patibilities in the human character, f. ich it is 
impoſſible to account, and which perhaps is rather to 


be lamented than cenſured. Many of thoſe who, 


thus diſſeminate the ſeeds of diſtruſt, and who are 


thus preparing the means of their own and country's 
deſtruction, I doubt not, ſuppoſe they are rendering a 


meritorious ſervice, but let thoſe gentlemen recollect 
how eaſy. it is to raiſe, and how difficult to ride in 
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the whirlwind and direct the ſtorm”—All their fears 


* 
* * 


are of executive power, but they ſeem to guard only 


the narrow paſs, whilſt they lay open the broad way 
to the femple. of deſpotiſm. To, ſuppoſe. that in a 
government like ours, where every branch is elective, 


and where there being a periodical reverſion of pow- 


er into the hands of the people, and a conſtant op- 
portunity of criticiſing the merits of former public a- 


: Ret and. of continuing them, if their merits de- 


rve the public. confidence, or diſplacing them if 


| they, have violated the duties of their truſt—to fay 


in ſuch a. government. there is danger, of executive 
encroachment, is at once. to ſay the whole people are 


corrupt or are too ignorant for ſelf- government And 


9 believe in neither the one nor the other, I have 
ut little fear that tyranny will approach us through 
the medium of gradual executive encroachment—I 


will not ſay however that this avenue - ought: not to be 


guarded But there is a kind of executive power, 


much to be dreaded, when it has arrived, and more 
ſuddenly created than the former, I mean the execu- 


tive power of Mobocracy—And of this. ſort of exe- 
cutive power which has been for years, and is now 


raging in Europe with a violence, whoſe hands no- 


thing can ſtay, theſe gentlemen ſeem not to fear — 
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I fear'it greatly-I-confeſs, becauſe it combines legiſla- 
tive, executive and judicial power, which is the de- 
finition of deſpotiſm, and wherever it directs its de- 
ſtructive courſe, it rages ad internecionem and ſpares 
neither age nor ſex, nor chriſtian nor jew, and lays 
level in the duſt all who have too much ſenſe or vir- 
tue to participate in its blind and rapacious fury; 
but J hate it alſo, becauſe it never fails to terminate 
in ſtrengthening the hands of that very power 


which gentlemen fear ſo much, the power of the 
executive And it is not becauſe I wiſh to ſtrengthen 


the executive arm, but becauſe I do not wiſh it to be 


too much invigorated, for the ſecurity of my perſon 


and: property, that I warn my countrymen againſt 
the pernicious meaſures. which have been ſoobſti 
nately purſued— did I wiſh to nerve the arm of 
executive power, I would commence an indiſcrimi- 
nate oppoſition to all its operations, predict that 
this and that meaſure would produce inevita- 
ble deſtruction, warn the people frequently e 


their liberties were in danger, take upon me 


to excite inſurrections and mobs againſt the go- 
vernment and laws of the country: for by this I 
ſhould evince the neceſſity of giving the government 


power, if it did not already poſſeſs it, of defending 


itſelf againſt ſuch attacks, and gain to it more per- 
haps than was neceſſary for that purpoſe; and by fre- 
quently calling out, danger, when 0 danger exiſted, 
my calls would be unattended to, when it really 


approached. But if I know my own heart, I want 
nothing more than to ſupport the conſtitution of our 


country, being fully ſatisfied that is the moſt perfect 
model of a government that ever did exiſt and wiſh- 
Ing that if it ever be changed, it be changed in the 
manner which itſelf directs But it is not adminiſ- 
tered according to its principles And what are its 
principal objects? To give protection to perſon and 
property, in which words will be found to exiſt the 
> ” R 0 


5 . of government—Is any man deprived of 
11S 


life, liberty or his property, but by the judg- 
ment of his es, or he tows of the en dich 
law is the reſult of the general will previouſly ex- 
preſſed? Its moſt ſteady opponents have acknowl- 
edged, they enjoy all the liberty and happineſs here 
which a government can afford—It becomes us then 


my fellow citizens to be ſatisfied with our ſituation, 


to compare it with the ſituation of the moſt favored 
nation in the world and to derive pleaſure from the 
contraſt—Let us unite to a man in the repulſion of 
external attacks, and let us, at leaſt for the preſent, 
diſregard the idle clamorings of difappointed am- 
bition, executive hatred and of honeſt minds led 
'aſtray by their paſſions, or the artifices of others 
Tes, my fellow citizens, we will rally around the 
ſtandard of government, we will be a free, a great 
-and happy 3 has our government 
paſſed the fiery ordeal of Jacobinical cenſure and 
examination and ariſen above the foul atmoſphere 


of calumnious falſehood into the purer regions of 


the affections of its country Already have we 
Aaid, may political revolution never approach us, 
-but when like the ſtorm in the natural world, it 
may be neceſlary to expel the corruptions and diſſi- 
pate the noxious vapor of the political atmoſphere-- 
Yes, the inſtructions to our envoys and their dif- 
patches have raiſed their voice and ſpoken with the 


N of thunder; the people have liſtened and 


ave heard. The mighty ſyſtem of governmental 
-impeachment, which has been years in maturing 
lies proſtrate in the duſt and there is ſcarcely a trace 
of the mighty ruins. The attachment of its friends 
is confirmed=-the clamors of its enemies confound- 
"ed. The purity-and wiſdom of our government 
is open to every man's view and thoſe who have not 
before ſeen it, are aſtoniſhed at the event and until 
"Americans have unlearnt what they have learnt and 
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unſeen what is,and always Thope will be opentotheir 
view, the purity of its intentions and wiſdom of its 


meaſures, the government will be enthroned in the 


affections of the people And what have they learnt 
in the government of France? They have learnt that 
ſhe is governed by a horde of profligate tyrants, who 


are only to be underſtogd by contraries; who talk a+ 


bout tyranny in others, and who are Neroes them- 
ſelves; who talk about the'fimplicity of republican- 
iſm and who demand as much reſpe&Q as their an- 
cient monarchs ; who preface all violations of na- 
tional right by invectives againſt others for doing 

the ſame ; who preach to men about liberty anc 
equality with a 5 at their breaſts— The in. 
conſiſtent and whimſical and wicked attempts t 

take away the force of the diſpatches will only re: 
coil upon their authors and prove' an antidote to 
their previous attempts to poiſon the public mind. - 
Theſe ſheets have been written at thoſe ſhort inter“ 
vals of leiſure which, the important buſineſs of 
congreſs, has rendered both limited and uncertain 
and will, I fear, be found defective in that arrange- 
men and method, to which frequent interruptions . 
are extremely inimical—If, however, the author 

ſhould herein anywiſe have contributed to a vindi- 
cation of his his country's government, againſt 
the ſlanderers of its purity, if he ſhall have expo- 
ſed the ſyſtem of the plunderers of the rights of na- 
tions and ſhewn the neceſſity of uniting in our de- 
fence, he ſhall believe his time, could not have been 
occupied in any thing more honorable to himſelf or 
more beneficial to his country. Ss 


6 In 8 page, line 28th—for make, read revoke. 5 3 


. Jure. 0 e e 


MA 


ERRATA. 


3 


fa 1 page, cine ;5th—for fulpicion,'r real ease TO 
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In page 27. line 3ad—for refuſes, read refuſe. 9405 


: in page 40, line 1 2th—for could read would. 


In page 48, line 2d of note for Plunder, red in- 
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1 HE revolution in Geneva is one of the beſt 


illuſtrations of the principles upon which France 
conducts her affairs in regard to other nations, any 


1535 where to be found; it may not, therefore, be im- I 
85651 proper here to give ſome of its outlines. The French 


entered Geneva in order to ſecure 20, ooo ſtand of 
1 55 muſkets, which they ſaid they ſtood in need of, and 
in. in order to carry on their operations to greater ad- 
N vantage againſt the dominions of the king of Sar- 


Teng dinia. 'They had no quarrel with the Geneveſe, but 

ake took poſſeſſion of their city and muſkets, becauſe 

4 they wanted the one, and becauſe the other would ena- ; 

In. ble them to attack to greater advantage their enemies. 2 
: his is the reaſon which the French affigned—But 

ord il the Geneveſe received information, which was af. 


terwards confirmed, that they intended to take Sa- 
voy, incorporate it with Geneva and make of them 
one of -thoſe fatellite republics, which ſhe has fince 
been eſtabliſhing, wherever ſhe extends her arms— 
They therefore immediately called for the aid of 
their ancient alllies the Swiſs, who immediately diſ- 
patched off for their protection 1600 men, but be. | 
fore their arrival the French had taken poſſeſſion of + 
the capitol. This is the ſecret order of the French, 
(to general Monteſquieue) To march to Geneva 
in order to give freedom of action to the friends of 
liberty who were in conſiderable numbers there, and 
to eſtabliſh a form of government ſuitable to their 
wiſhes.“ The Geneveſe deputies who were ſent to 
enquire of the French the cauſe of this unexpected 
attack, received for anſwer, .that the government 
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of Geneva had infulted the French Republic, by 
calling in the aid of the Swiſs to repel an attack 


which was never intended to be made, and which 


nothing but that ſtep had ſuggeſted ; that the magiſ- 
trates of Geneva were (perhaps without meaning it) 
the abettors of the enemies of France, and as a 
proof of their ill will towards her, had permitted 
ſome of the emigrants to ſettle in Geneva and oth- 
ers to paſs through it, in making their retreat into 
other countries.“ Finding, however, that they muſt 
either deſiſt for the preſent or be involved in a war 
with the whole Helvetic confederacy, the injury of 
which to their projects, was very ſtrongly repreſent · 


ed by their commander, they gave him orders to 
enter into a treaty with the Geneveſe and to make it 


in ſuch a manner as to leave them every advantage 
which could reſult to them if they had retained 


their capitol, and particularly to ſtipulate for leaving 


2 


a French garriſon within the town. The Geneveſe re: 
fuſed to treat ontheſe terms and the French ultimate. 
ly agreed to withdraw their troops ten leagues from 
Geneva, bunt took care at the fame time to ſtipulate 
for the diſmiſſal of the Swiſs After this treaty was 


partly executed and the Swiſs diſmiſſed, the French 


miniſtry reſuſed to ratify it, unleſs certain articles 
were inſerted in it, which Genet was ſent off to 


propoſe- As burthenſome as theſe were the Gene. 
veſe agreed to inſert them, and ſuppoſed then that 


the treaty was final Sometime after this however, 
this treaty was called by Briſſot at the head of the 


diplomatic committee © an ignominious <capitula« 


tion” andhe urged to the convention the propriety of 
breaking it, which they accordingly did. They | 
then gave peremptory orders to diſmiſs all the troops. 

of the Swiſs, and promiſed that their troops ſhould 
reſpect the Geneveſe territory—Theſe are ſome of 
Briſſots obſervations to the convention Geneva 
mult not expect peace until perfect political equali. 
ity is naturalized: within het walls. She muſt en- 


(a 


pet no treaty with us, but the introduction and eſta- 
bliſnment of our principles Undoubtedly France 
will never forget her principie of not interfer- 
ing in the concerns of other nations, but ne 


muſt never forget her oath to relieve all nations 
from oppreſſion and to inform all nations of 


their rights. There muſt be a revolunon in Geneva, 
or a counter revolution in France The only queſtion 
therefore, is, whether a free people can or ought 


to bind itſelf by treaties, and whether every tygaty 
is not unneceflary with republics, as it is indecent 


with every government which does not derive its 
authority immediately from the people.“ — Thus the 


treaty was broken and the Swiſs troops all diſmiſſed; 


— But again the Geneveſe began to exhibit a firm 


and undaunted fpirit, and their afſembly, compoſed 
in perſon of at leaſt three fourths of its citizens, iſ- 
ſued a fecond decree for calling in the Swiſs. —Fhe 
national militia convened and communicated to the 


magiſtracy, their determination to ſupport it The 


French miniſtry who had before calculated on a 
much larger party in their favour, and who had cal- 
led the decree before mentioned, a part of © the per- 
verſe and traiterous behaviour of the magiſtrates,” 
and for which they were prepared to puniſh them, 
diſcovered that it would not do yet to put their plan 
into execution, they then changed their ſyſtem of 
open force to the more ſucceſsful one of ſecret ma- 
chinations—they began to difſeminate their ſeditious 


doctrines, and ſoon enliſted under their banners, all 
aliens and claſs known there by the name of natives, 


and who were deſcendants of foreigners not entitled 


to a ſeat in the aſſembly of the people, and Who 


compoſed about one fourth of the whole population 
— Theſe natives and aliens began to call each other 
Citizen, then- to wear the cap of liberty, to ſing 
French ſongs, &c. In the mean time, the French 
contrary to their treaty, kept an army in the neigh- 
bourhood, to give protection and boldneſs to their 
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vvery little time: noche Was the e- %, 
greſs of her docttihes, that the government was com- 
pelled to offer perfect equality of political rights to 


all perſons, whether citizens, gti or alieng;— 


But this offer inſtead of-quyering the . 


. 
* 


cauſe there was not a perfect equality enjoyed by 


government in their own hands, (s uſeful leſſon te 
the American dupes of men democracy) and 
kran to arms inſiſting for! a convention to be called, 
to put theſe plans into operation Theſe men even 


by removing the only foundation of their complaints, 


only ſtrengthened them in their demands; for theſe 
liberty and equality men, who were diſcontented be- 


am with others, now deglared the ey would not; ac- Fi 
of any terms ſhort of, putting a | the. powers I 


54” 


5 at this time did not form more than ONE; Fourth of 


25 into chat country, all the horrors of French princi- 
- tignary aribunals,. Proſeriptions, robbery. and mur- 


_ -rature; the arts ang virtue and Wealth and liberty 


5 name of liberty 1 18 every where proſtrating the rights 
of minkind, and tefucing the, e ee 


to ens wide A "ws 


donpyerted into the bear-garden of demecracy. 
x Frem lauch a fate good Lord deliver the American 
people The above is taken chiefly from Divernois's 


too strongly recommend to the peruſal of every 
5 lriench ro laws and liberty, as an excellent illuſtration 


the e but a French army was in the neigh- 

Hotirbood, and had Juſt received the or 
_ convention for aſſiſting che oppreſſed to throw * 
: hg ee oh, — ee e nk More. 28 


ers of the 
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Ar. democratic: andi executiye clubs, revolu- 


der. — And thus hag. Geneva, once the ſeat of lite- 


and laws, been eraſed from the liſt of nations and 


account of this revolution, a work which I cannot 


ot that abominable fyſtem of tyranny, Which in the 
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